
The Building the Way Campaign has multiple 
projects including debt reduction, an addition and 
renovations at our Smithville campus, and repairs 
and enhancements at our Stoney Creek campus.  We 
highlight here some of the proposed enhancements in 
Outdoor Learning in Stoney Creek. 
In Eric Nelson’s book, Cultivating Outdoor Classrooms, 
he advises that, “The goal of the outdoor classroom 
is to increase the quantity, quality, and benefits of 
outdoor experiences for children...it’s a very old thing - 
a return to a child-centred learning...centred on play.”  
At Cairn Christian School, we believe the very old thing 
is the context in which kids are playing - outside in 
nature, in God’s creation in its initial form, ready for 
exploration and development.
Our current societal context for children has been 
criticized as being in a state of a silent emergency.  This 
has a number of indicators including lack of exercise, 
preoccupation with electronic media, isolation from 
and a fear of nature, and a lack of engagement in and 
connection to the world, including nature.
The outdoor classroom addresses these by:

• Getting children outside and more active
• Involving children in hands-on outdoor play
• Connecting kids to nature in ways that 

encourage them to connect more deeply
• Immersing them in alternatives to ‘screen time’
• Creating opportunities to learn how to handle 

outdoor risks safely

The outdoor classroom affords opportunities for 
students with experiments including water, soil, 
growing plants, building things, active play, and safe 
boundaries.  This enhanced connection to nature is 
one way that we can grow closer to God, when guided 
by teachers who point students to the author of life 
and the universe itself.
Research into elements of an outdoor classroom is 
ongoing, including, but not limited to:

• Natural seating and gathering areas 
• Gardens for vegetables and migrating species
• Elements to incorporate social studies, math, 

dramatic and sensory play, science and 
literacy 

• Natural building and playground materials
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Often a more tax effective way to make a major donation without the encroachment of liquid assets is via a gift of 
securities (i.e. stocks, bonds, mutual fund units and other securities), particularly those which have significantly increased 
in value since their acquisition.  When making donations of appreciated property, it is best to transfer it directly to a 
charity rather than selling it first and then donating the cash proceeds. When transferring these assets directly to 
a charity, the donor does not incur the capital gains as they are zeroed out by Canada Revenue Agency. If you are 
interested in making a gift of Securities in support of the Building the Way Campaign, please contact Henry Koornneef at 
Christian School Foundation (905-769-0798).  

When considering your gift, it is important to seek professional financial counsel.

The Board has mandated that the projects will commence only when 
90% of the necessary funds have been pledged. With this goal in mind, it is 
anticipated that they will begin in 2021, however, it will depend on the pace 
of the campaign, the number of campaign volunteers and how quickly we 
can raise the necessary funds.  The sooner people pray about and consider 
supporting these projects, the sooner we will be able to move forward to 
equip our schools to fulfill their mission. 

gifts of securities

Frequently Asked Questions
How much needs to be raised before any of these projects move 
forward, and when will they begin?
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Merry Christmas
“On behalf of the Campaign Cabinet, I would like to take this opportunity I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish everyone a wonderful Christmas. May the celebration of Jesus’ coming fill your life with love, joy and peace. 
Looking forward to what 2020 will bring to Cairn Christian School and the Building the Way Campaign.”   
         Building the Way Campaign Chair, Wayne Schilstra


