Notes

NACE
Instructional Excellence
The focus of this issue of NACE
Notes is Instructional Excellence and
our pursuit of it through professional
development. We are coming out
of a season of the calendar year
where teachers have had some time
away from the classroom to rest and
rejuvenate, but also to buckle down
and invest in their practice. Most
NACE staff members pursued some
sort of professional development
opportunity through the summer
and into the fall that directly impacts
their craft of Christian teaching.

The stories that follow are some early
evidence of how that investment
plays out in the classrooms at
John Knox Christian School and
Covenant Christian School. Our
students… the kids that come
to us every day… are the direct
beneficiaries of these activities. As
an administrator blessed to wander
the halls and places of learning
in both schools, I see first-hand
the difference that teachers
invested in their own
growth make in the
growth of our kids.
...continued on page 2
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At NACE, teaching isn’t just a job. It’s an act of worship.
We don’t worship with half a heart, we do so fixing our
thoughts on things that are excellent and worthy of praise.
Philippians 4:8 “And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final
thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honourable, and
right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things
that are excellent and worthy of praise.”
by Kevin Huinink, Executive Director

Responsive Classroom
Time spent in Responsive Classroom training this summer
has reshaped the culture within my Grade 2/3 classroom.
In a Responsive Classroom, each student experiences highquality education every day in a space that aims to be
joyful, safe and challenging.
Each morning we begin our day in Morning Meeting
around devotions. Students greet each other in an
authentic way, spend time sharing, and reading a morning
message that sets the tone for the school day. Children have
built real relationships with their classmates and I see
students who feel safe to share and interact within our
classroom space.

rules multiple times each day. Students are confident in
holding classmates accountable to the rules we formed
collaboratively.
I am excited to see these practices unfold and grow as our
school year progresses! I am thankful for the time spent this
summer with a wonderful group of dedicated professionals.

Very early in the year, we together formulated a set
of classroom rules (rather than having had these
dictated by the teacher). We anchor back to these

by Andrea Wiersma, grade 2/3 teacher at JKCS
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Extending Our Borders to Finland
From September 22-29, a group of
34 Christian educators from Ontario
and beyond were provided with the
opportunity to go to Finland to explore
their educational system. For the past
several years, Finland has been ranked as
one of the top countries in terms of PISA
(Programme for International Student
Assessment) test scores. One of the most
interesting things is that Finland wasn’t
making an effort to rise to the top; they
just did what they thought was good
educational and pedagogical practice,

and discovered that
their healthy approach
to learning was paying
off academically for their students.
So….what do they do differently, and what can
we learn? It’s hard to summarize a seven-day
adventure, visits to a number of Finnish schools,
conversations with the author of Finnish Lessons,
discussions with teachers and administrators, both
Finnish and Canadian, and high-level engagement
with learning leaders from across Ontario. Some of
us, as trip participants, are currently contributing
to a document that is a work in progress that has
us naming things under a number of headings,
including “I like”, “I wonder”, and “A take-away”.
NACE Notes October 2017
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Mrs. Koornneef (CCS Principal) and I liked the
flexible classroom furniture that allowed for an easy
redesign of the learning spaces for students. We also
liked the pattern of classroom learning: 45 minutes
of instruction followed by 15 minutes of some kind
of a physical break. We liked how teachers were
highly respected and valued and were provided with
a high level of autonomy. We liked how student
success is measured by more than merely academics:
how a child engages with his/her peers, how a
child is engaged in his/her community, how much
responsibility a child takes for his/her learning are
equally as important.
Our ‘I wonders’ include to what extent the broader
Finnish culture impacts classroom learning. We
wonder how receptive Canadian parents would be
to a shorter school day (i.e. 4-5 hours a day for
students from Grade 1-Grade 8). We also wonder
about how parents would feel about extra-curricular
activities being taken out of the school day and
run by adults other than teachers. We wonder if it
is possible for our students to become completely
fluent in 2-4 languages by the time they graduate
from elementary school. We wonder how to move
toward having two fully qualified (i.e. master’s
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degrees) in every classroom, in addition to one or
more student teachers).
In terms of a few ‘take-aways’, we would love to be
able to provide more flexibility for our teachers in
terms of innovative teaching practices. We want to
be more intentional about the ‘how’ and ‘why’ of
our schools. How do we engage students as creators
rather than consumers? The centre of the system is
the flourishing of students.
This once in a lifetime opportunity was made
possible, in part, through the generosity of donors
who have a desire to see our Christian schools
thrive and flourish. Their willingness to contribute
financially, as well as prayerfully, made a trip like
this possible.
Independent Christian schools in Ontario are
positioned in such a way that we can be creative in
the way we approach student support and student
learning. We are educating children to be creators
within the culture in which they live, rather than
simply consumers. God is blessing us in our efforts;
we thank each of you for your support in this
endeavour called Christian Education. God is good!
by Bonnie Desjardins, JKCS Principal

Welcome to the Hive:
Deeper learning through expedition
This past summer, a group of NACE teachers
attended a three-day workshop called “Deeper
Learning 2017” which was hosted by our school
and led by Stephen and Joanna Levy. During those
days, Stephen and Joanna challenged us to design
deep learning activities that develop learning and
skills in a meaningful context, to design assessment
strategies that encourage the students to measure
their own progress and to engage students in
activities that help them to use their God-given
gifts to serve.
As the three days progressed, a
project idea started to emerge, and this September,
our Grade 8 class started a project on bee-keeping.
In Psalm 24:1, it states “The earth is the Lord’s,
and everything in it, the world, and all who live in
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it.” Psalm 8: 6-9 continues on with “You made him
(people) ruler over the works of your hands; you put
everything under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the
beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of
the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. O Lord, our
Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.” God
is the Creator, the Ruler, the King of creation. People,
as image bearers are invited by God to share in God’s
kingly rule by being stewards of God’s creation. They
are called to care for the plants and animals, not destroy
or waste what God has given. By caring for creation, we
glorify and serve both God and others. We glorify God
by acknowledging him as the Ruler of this World and we
honour other people by giving them a world that they
can continue to use.
The aim of this bee project is to help students understand
the need for caring about God’s earth. The honey bee is
one creature used by man to provide for man. While this
is not bad, over the last ten years, a noticeable increase
in bee colony collapse has been observed. Helping the
honey bee to survive has become a key environmental
issue. Hopefully, by studying bees, we can gain a better
idea of the intricacies of our world and how all of our
endeavours need to be carefully assessed.
Currently, the students are working to learn as much
about bees as possible so that in the spring they will be

able to start our own beehive. Already this fall they have
been designing a bee garden that they hope to plant
before the snow falls. In the winter, they will be working
to construct beehives that will be used in the spring to
house the bees.
By the end of the project, the students will have created
an exhibit that other students or classes can visit. This
exhibit is intended for sharing the information that the
students have learned about bees and the responsibility
of caring for these insects. The highlight of the exhibit
will be an observation beehive.
The project started on the second day of school with
a field study trip to an observation beehive located
near Niagara Falls. The students were thrilled to see
the bees at work in the hive. Seeing how the animals
worked together to maintain their home was especially
interesting. Realizing that the bees built each of those
perfect hexagonal cells to form the honeycomb helped
the class to understand the intricacies of God’s creation.
Also, in their efforts to clean the hive, the students saw
some bees carry dead bees from the bottom of the hive
to the top where the hive’s opening was located. In
another instance, a group of bees protected their home
by attacking a wasp that had invaded their space. These
small animals were able to accomplish amazing feats in
the beehive.
The students have learned more about the hive itself
through the fall. One of the first classroom tasks has
been to understand what is typically found in a brood
frame. The students’ knowledge has been outlined in
the form of a display in the classroom. The students
will continue to learn. They will understand more
about the biotic and abiotic factors that affect a typical
hive. They will examine the bee under a microscope
and study God’s wonderful creation of animal cells and
plant cells. They will see how these cells form the unique
body of the bee. Finally, they will learn the intricacies of
building structures as they learn how to build a variety of
types of beehives. In all of this, the students will come
away with a greater appreciation of God’s creation and
a better understanding of how they can be stewards of
his creation.
by Marie Ramsey, Grade 8 teacher at CCS
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Character Learning the Other Side of the
Academic Coin
Both John Knox and Covenant have
adopted the theme ‘Connected in Christ’
for the year. The theme has its own NACE
Logo, that focuses on six character traits.
These six traits are part of a longer story
that originated more than a year and a half
ago when we asked the NACE community
‘Why?’
Why do you send your kids to a Christian
School?
Why is Christian Education
important? What do you hope for in
Christian Education?
These questions revealed some important
data which included a number of things
that we would all expect: We knew that
the foundational world-and-life view at the
centre of all we study was important. We
also knew that we all desire a safe and loving
place for our students where we know that
they will be cared for as children of God and
image bearers of Him.
One other item surfaced loud and clear
at that time: You had a deep desire to
see your children live out their Christian
faith in a real and tangible way - not just
as head knowledge, but as heart and hands
knowledge as evidenced by character and
service.
In
some
professional
development
opportunities that NACE staff have had
to visit a charter school in Rochester, New
York, we discovered the depth to which
character learning can be leveraged to
support and undergird academic learning.
The Expeditionary Learning schools in their
network are very serious about developing
character traits as ‘the other side of the
academic coin’. They know and work hard
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acknowledging that without intentional
character development, good learning can’t
happen.
As a teaching staff, we dove deep into this
concept to uncover what character traits we
could intentionally develop over the long
term that would not only encourage deeper
learning and academic excellence but ones
that would model Christ and discover His
story in our lives.
You will hear more about these six character
traits over the coming months and years.
We don’t intend just to ‘teach’ them to
our kids. We intend to make them central
to who we are and how we do things as an
entire learning community - entering with
Curiosity, and responding in Joy. Working
with Compassion, Collaboration, Integrity,
and Perseverance in all that we do.
In living and working together, we are
connected together, to God’s world, and in
Christ.
by Kevin Huinink - Executive Director

Peaches, Pies, Putting, and Purpose
One of the more rewarding parts of being a part of the NACE
supporting community is the opportunity to sit or stand shoulder
to shoulder and to literally get our hands dirty in support of
Christian Education. If you need some inspiration (and we all
do!!!), you need to come and take part in our peach peeling or apple
pie making work days! Not only are there many ‘willing workers’,
the rooms are buzzing with stories - stories of the early days of our
schools, teachers present and past, boards and committees and
their work over the years, as well as excitement of a continued
and sustained vision for the gospel infused into all of learning.
We are thankful for so many who have come out to support these
worthy events for decades, and those who are just discovering this
beautiful and sweet side of our learning community.
The same can be said of our annual golf tournament in collaboration
with Smithville Christian High. The sponsors and participants are
made up of an eclectic mix of long time supporters as well as new
friends and family taking their clubs out on the links for a leisure
day in support of Christian Education.
Funds for NACE schools come in a variety of ways, and
we count on each of our revenue streams to enable us to
continue to vigorously pursue our vision and mission.
Tuition dollars, of course, make up a major part of our revenues,
but events such as these (our Family Fun Fest is right around the
corner - November 11!!) along with our annual Fall Drive account
for almost 15% of our total operating budget. That’s about
$400,000 in total.
Part of our work in fundraising is to make sure our supporters
always, always know what the purpose of their support is.
Although it’s a peach, an apple pie, a day on the golf course, a
cheque written for the annual campaign… it is SO MUCH
MORE. Each of these enables a family to send their children to a
school where God is central, where character matters, where life’s
purpose is found. Thank you to all who support our purpose. It
makes a real difference, every single day!
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Do you think an innovative
character is a gift from God?
Are you - or do you know – someone who took
a talent (think of the parable of the talents) for
innovation and turned it into a successful business
or a great new approach in some ministry?
We think our Christian schools will be strengthened
by innovation. Do you?
Our Christian schools are increasingly committed
to providing an excellent educational experience for
their students. That means being familiar with the
latest developments in brain research. It means being
familiar with the latest understandings garnered
through psychology. It means mining scripture to
uncover an ever-better picture of what it means to
be created very good, in the image of God; and also
to be plagued by the effects of sin in every area of
our physical and emotional beings.
How can the Christian School Foundation Canada
play a role in this area of innovation in Christian
education? Quite simply, we believe there are
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supporters who want to encourage intelligent,
innovative and impactful professional development.
Our member schools want to have their staff
members - support staff, teachers and administrators
– exposed to the very best professional development
available. This will equip them to be the best they
can be, and to provide the best possible educational
experience for their students.
The Christian School Foundation Canada draws
donors and Christian schools together to expand
their influence in the world for Christ. That is why
we exist. Our Innovative Professional Development
Fund is going to help schools committed to this
kind of growth meet the costs associated with this.
Does that sound like the kind of initiative you
would be excited to support? Contact Tony
Kamphuis at the Foundation – tkamphuis@
christianschoolfoundation.ca or 905 929 1445.

HUB

SM

HUB International Ontario Limited
Insurance • Financial Services

International

211 Martindale Road, Suite D3
St. Catharines, ON L2S 3V7

Ruth Ann Kamphuis
Senior Account Executive

Phone 905-688-5531
Direct 905-988-4462
Toll Free 800-263-4927
Fax 905-688-9381

ruthannkamphuis@hubinternational.com
www.hubinternational.com

www.nfiai.ca

Shutters Blinds

Draperies Shades

Village Interiors
905-945-8008

11 Livingston Avenue
Grimsby, Ontario
L3M 1K6
villageinteriors@cogeco.ca
villageinteriorsonline.com

Angie Djurdjevic

287 STATION ST., SMITHVILLE, ON L0R 2A0
TEL. 905-957-7031 • FAX 905-957-6552
1-800-461-9498
E-mail: merritfuneralhome@sympatico.ca
www.merritt.fh.com

Business Succession Specialist
Life, Disability & Critical
Illness Insurance Advisor

Tel.: 905-547-4994
Fax: 905-544-8611
Toll-Free: 1-877-654-0996
Cell: 905-570-4779
adj@on.aibn.com
www.adjinsurancesolutions.com

Serving Families For 4 Generations

*The advisor may be in partnership with other general agents

Thomas C. Merritt - Managing Funeral Director

A S U B S I DI A RY O F I NV E S T I A F I NA NC I A L S E R VICE S INC.

Serving Niagara
Area for 48 years
Complete Collision & Restoration Repairs

Tel: 905-641-1848
Fax: 905-641-4721

5529 Regional Road #81, Beamsville, ON L0R 1B3

Alan & Jerry
Gerritsen

95 Hamilton Street North, Suite 4
P.O. Box 1490
Waterdown, ON L0R 2H0

Phone: 905-563-7702
www.jerrysautobody.ca

210 Bunting Road
St. Catharines, Ontario
L2M 3Y1

Roy Wielhouwer
Designer/owner
royw@cabinetworksplus.com
www.cabinetworksplus.com

Our schools provide instructional excellence for students from junior kindergarten to grade eight, helping them see that Jesus is Lord of all
of life and that the amazing world He has made is indeed worthy of our study.
We want students to see that life has meaning, that they have an important role to play in this world, and that they have been
given gifts and abilities by God so that they can be agents of love and reconciliation in His world.
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FRANS IPEMA HOME RENOVATIONS
905-931-9499

Specializing in Interior Home Renovations
SERVING THE NIAGARA REGION

Referrals available • Licenced Carpenter • Over 20 Years Experience
• INTERIOR RENOVATIONS • DRYWALL • DOORS • WINDOWS • DECKS
• BASEMENTS • TRIM WORK • HANDYMAN WORK

Smithville

Hwy. 20 • Village Square Mall • Smithville, ON

905-957-2544
Jane Keizer • Mike Keizer

T. 905-899-2424 • F. 905-899-2426
dwight@tebrake.ca • www.tebrake.ca
42126 Hwy #3, R.R. #3
Wainfleet, Ontario L0S 1V0
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*

INSURANCE CENTRE

Meester Insurance Centre
                       
o/b P.V.& V. Insurance Centre Ltd.

The Village Square
Regional Road 20, P.O. Box 299, Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
Tel: 905.957.2333  Fax: 905.957.2599
Toll Free: 1.800.465.8256 www.meesterinsurance.com

Accounting
Consulting
Personal &
Corporate Taxation
Succession
Planning
Agri-Business
Programs,
Accounting & Tax

*

Don Nelson CFP® MBA

Matt Dam Hon. B.A. Bus.

Don Nelson
Financial Services Inc.
don.nelson@sunlife.com
www.donnelson.ca

Matt Dam
Financial Services Inc.
matt.dam@sunlife.com
www.mattdam.ca

165 Hwy 20 West (Next to the Log Cabin), Fonthill, ON L0S 1E5
Tel: 905-892-5993 Toll free: 1-888-889-4742
Mutual funds distributed by
Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc.
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member
of the Sun Life Financial group of companies.
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2016.

Life’s brighter under the sun

