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When you get ready to go on an adventure, there are things that need to be 
considered before going. What should we take along? What will we need along 
the way? What will we be surprised by? What will we learn?

Christian Adventure Expert Bruce Dunning shares a few definitions of adventure 
programming in his book “God of Adventure” (you can find it at www.godofadventure.com):

●  the deliberate use of adventurous experiences to create learning in individuals or 
groups, that results in change for society and communities… 

●  adventurous experiences are activities with uncertain outcomes (due to the 
presence of situational risks) which necessitate people applying their personal 
competence to meet the challenge and resolve the uncertainty.

●  Christian adventure is a Bible-based strategy that leaders use to design and guide 
controlled risk experiences where people are encouraged to say “yes” to God. 

Life has an interesting way of both allowing us to craft, plan, and choose our own 
adventures as we have done in education for decades, as well as thrusting us into new 
adventures whether we choose them or not! God uses adventure in the stories we find 
throughout scripture to help His people grow and (Bruce Dunning outlines 105 of them!)

We are on an adventure this year. There is risk, with uncertain outcome. We have 
people and guides (our staff) applying their personal competence to meet those 
challenges. We are deliberately using our time together to create learning that results 
in change for society and communities. And finally, we are using the truths of scripture 
and God’s redemptive story to encourage our students to say ‘yes’ to God. Thankfully 
we have markers along the way to guide our path! “Inspiring students to love, learn 
and lead together in God’s world.” What an adventure!

By Kevin Huinink, Executive Director

Prepared for the Adventure!
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As someone that has delighted in singing since I was a little girl, you can 
imagine my disappointment when a Pandemic interfered with any plans 

I had in singing with my students this year. However, as I began to 
prepare for the new school year, God placed new ideas and 

resources in my path to spark my excitement in creating 
alternative ways to make music in our classrooms. 

In Psalm 100, it says to “make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord” and our primary grade students have been 
doing this by using rhythm instruments to move to or 
accompany a song. They each have an individual bag 
that is filled with rhythm sticks, egg shakers, scarves 
and a section of a pool noodle to use as sand blocks. 

For our junior and intermediate classes, our “joyful 
noises” drift down the hallway of our school as we play on 

our bucket drums and Ukuleles, reminding us that the praises 
for our Creator cannot be muffled by our circumstances. 

This year has introduced new challenges, but has 
unearthed new joys. By continuing to pursue 

our mission (our WHY), the way we do that 
(our HOW) can adapt and change with 

the same outcomes! 

Bucket Drumming Circle Video - 
https://youtu.be/9asi3DidT9U

The Grade 6/7 class has begun their year discovering 
and learning a lot of interesting things within the four 
walls of our classroom, as they experimented with the 
Principles of Air. These discoveries led us outside of 
the classroom to visit the Warplane Heritage Museum. 
The way in which the students have embraced these 
learning opportunities should be an example of how 
we should embrace the opportunities to live and 
learn each day. As we walk the path God has set out 
for us, one small step at a time, we need to focus on 
what is in our control and leave the rest to God. It is 
remarkable to be able to see what 
God has around the 

“next corner” 
for us to 

discover. Let 
us take time, 

every day, to keep 
track and show 
gratitude for the big 
and little things He 
has placed along 
our journey. 

Embrace 
Journey

Music without 
Singing…
By Annette Penner, Music Teacher

By Paul Bierman, grade 6/7 Teacher, Smithville

the 
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The theme of this COMPASS is 
“Prepared for the Adventure”. I’d 
like to play around with the word 
adventure a bit, and change 
the theme to “Prepared for the 
‘Ed’venture”. Are we well prepared? I 

would give a resounding ‘yes’ to that 
question! How have we prepared? 

You may be thinking only of COVID-19 
precautions and preparations when 

considering that question. Yes, we have put 
some new protocols in place this year that we 
haven’t had in the past (daily screening for students, 
staff, and visitors, masks for many students, 
hand sanitizing stations, increased handwashing 
opportunities, outdoor learning spaces, assigned 
seating on buses,social distancing, etc.) We do 
feel prepared in this area, largely guided by public 
health recommendations and by guidance from 

Edvance Christian School Association.

While these protocols are very important, we 
also want to share with you our preparedness on 
a number of other fronts, as well. Staff members 
gathered for zoom meetings several times over 
the summer to support one another and to receive 
direction about the upcoming school year. As a 
staff, we met the week before our students arrived, 
to make plans for how the year would begin, and, 
hopefully, how it would unfold over time. We met 
with staff and faculty from both campuses at Ball’s 
Falls to walk, pray, engage in conversation, and 
explore how to support one another this year. We 
attended ‘boot camps’ through Edvance which 
provided opportunities to interact with colleagues 
from all over Ontario about best practices in 
education. 

We pray. And we pray some more. We pray for 

Ed- venturing
By Bonnie Desjardins, Stoney Creek Principal

our students, their parents, our bus 
drivers, our supporting community, our 

staff and faculty. We pray for you, our 
COMPASS readers. We pray that God will 

lead and guide us in the year ahead. Our 
school themes of “All the Children of the World” 

(Smithville) and “To Know and be Known” (Stoney 
Creek) resonate with our communities. Words from Psalm 139:14 
declare: “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well”. Between 
our two campuses we are inspiring over 400 students to “love, 
learn, and lead together in God’s world”. Won’t you come along 
for the ‘ed’venture?
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Part of the adventure that Cairn Christian School has 
started on includes outdoor learning spaces. At any 
time of the day, you will see one or more classes 
engaged in PE, drama, math, reading, geography or 
science not inside, but outside! Students are either 
exploring nature in different locations, in their spaces 
learning from the teacher or doing their school work 
in outdoor classrooms. Learning outside gives the 
students a whole new classroom to explore. Studies 
show that being outdoors can reduce anxiety and 
depression and increase learning. The more fresh air 
students receive the better they are able to learn and 
the better they feel. 

There are different learning spaces set up for 
different needs; whether working on school work or 
collaborating with others. Some spaces are located in 
the sun and some in the shade, depending on what 
is needed at the time. Some have desktops to write 
on while others are stumps to sit on while listening 
to a story or having a class discussion. The learning 
spaces are set up so that students can sit while doing 
their school work or move around to allow for more 

Outdoor 
Adventures 
By Joyce Koornneef, Smithville Principal flexibility. The students have enjoyed the great outdoors, fresh 

air, and no masks. 

Will outdoor learning happen all year? We are counting on it as 
an option as much as is possible; depending on the weather. 
We are healthier when we spend time outside. After all, what 
better way to “Inspire students to love, learn and lead 
together in God’s world” than being in the amazing outdoors 
that God has created!

Special thanks to all of the volunteers and helping hands that 
rallied in the last few weeks of the summer to create these 
special spaces! Our community is a true gift to our learning!
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I recently had the pleasure to guest teach at Cairn 
Christian School Stoney Creek. During my time at the 
school, I was fortunate enough to spend time with 
all students from Junior Kindergarten all the way up 
to grade 8. I was so impressed! The students were 
respectful, diligent, fun and enthusiatic! Genuinely a 
pleasure to teach! 

The staff was simply exceptional! They were all so 
welcoming, kind and helpful! They made coming into 
a new environment seemless and stress free! I was 
also able to witness first hand how they consistently 
go above and beyond for their students. 

As a parent of 3 students at Cairn Christian school, 

it was nice to get a window into our kids school life. 
Being in the building and seeing our kids felt as if it 
was just an extension of our home. The warmth and 
Christian love permeated the atmosphere. To watch 
them grow and learn in this new environment only 
confirmed what we all already know...our kids are so 
blessed to be at Cairn! It is simply the best! 

* You may have known of them as ‘subs’ or ‘supply 
teachers’. Recently, we changed our language to 
refer to those who fill in for a teacher who is away. 
These very important people are ‘guests’ of our 
community. Students are challenged and invited to 
welcome them in to our community as their guests 
and partners to help them learn.

Observations from 
a ‘Guest Teacher’*
By Julia Bjelic, Guest Teacher & Parent at Stoney Creek

Our 
Emotions 
and God’s 
World
By Marge Kloet, Child and Youth Care Practitioner

Being a part of the Cairn Christian School community and 
working to inspire students to love, learn and lead in God's 
world has become an incredible opportunity. As School 
Counselor, I view each staff member, teacher, student and 
community member as an active participant in this process, 
specifically around mental health and wellbeing. God has 
given us emotions and sometimes we lean into these 
emotions and forget that God has got this scenario, or this 
challenge in His hands. Speaking into this truth with the 
students of Cairn Christian School community has been 
remarkable! God has given us the ability to be able to name 
and describe our emotions so that we can understand them 
better and also to be able to communicate those to others 
as we experience them. Helping classes and students 
through this process has been a way for them to disarm 
emotions that might otherwise control them. I look forward 
to seeing how God will further refine us as we discover 
new ways to respond to our emotional reactions to new 
circumstances. 

Well on their way to 
making our capital 

campaign a success, our 
donors and supporters 
were informed this past 

spring that we would 
be taking a brief pause 
in our efforts to launch 
the projects outlined in 
the Building the Way 
Campaign. Alongside 
this publication, look 

for some exciting news 
about a re-start in activity 
toward completing those 

goals and projects!

Building 
the Way 
Capital 

Campaign 
Update
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The Cairn Compass is a quarterly newsletter distributed to the Cairn 
Christian School supporting community. 

Our Mission
Our VisionGreetings from the 

Board of Directors

Fueling our Mission and Vision:

Step Forward, Step Up, Step Out

By Josie Degraaf, Board of Directors

The 2020-2021 school year is in some ways quite 
different than years past, but in other ways, not 
so different at all. We are so proud of our capable 
leadership team and teaching staff. They successfully 
pivoted last spring, and again, this fall, have proven 
themselves as adaptive and proactive. We are 
confident that whatever guidelines and restrictions 
we may have to follow, our schools will be able to 
handle them with skilled expertise.

This year is the 60 th 
anniversary for our Stoney 
Creek campus! We 
are looking for 
willing volunteers 
who would like 

to help in planning to commemorate this milestone. 
Please email Nigel, our board chair, at nharnanan@
cairnchristianschool.ca if this is something you would 
be able to assist us with.

We trust that God will continue to be faithful to us, 
and looking ahead, we will continue to serve as 
representatives of the membership, guarding the 
mission of our schools to inspire students to love, 
learn, and lead together in God’s world.

Your 2020-2021 Board of Directors: Nigel Harnanan 
(chair), Josie DeGraaf, Kei Dube, Tanya Heida, James 

Riewald, Walt VanderKolk, Melissa VanderWier, 
Duane VanGeest, Dave Vellenga, and Brian 

Wierenga.

Thanks to our sponsors and participants, this summer we were able to 
host a successful golf tournament with our partners, Smithville Christian 
High School. Challenges related to COVID have prevented our 
traditional fundraising activities such as peach peeling for the Winona 
Peach Festival, and our pre-Thanksgiving apple pie sales, however, 
were not able to run this year. This represents a $15,000 shortfall in our 
normal fundraising. The Family Fun Fest is enjoying some early success 
thanks to a super committee that has brought it online, and we look 
forward to positive results.

The largest non-tuition revenue generator of the year starts now - our 
annual fall drive. Please find your invitation to join us in stepping 

forward, stepping up, and stepping out this year! 

http://bit.ly/CairnStepUp Your support has provided our 
schools with the resources to live into our mission 

in the past, and we pray that by stepping up to 
address our other fundraising gaps, you will 
enable us to do so with a balanced budget! 

Inspiring students to love, learn, and lead together in God's world.

To be the leaders in education by inspiring a diverse and 
unified student body to love, learn, and lead with God's grace, 
bringing Christ's love to the world.
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*Mutual funds distributed by Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc. 
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the Sun Life Financial 
group of companies. 
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2019.

Matt Dam Financial Services Inc.
165 Hwy 20 West, Suite 3
Fonthill, ON  L0S 1E5
Tel: 905-892-5993  
Toll free: 1-888-889-4742

Matt Dam* Hon. BA. Bus.
Advisor 
matt.dam@sunlife.com 
www.sunlife.ca/mattdamfinancial
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