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If you stop by one of our schools for a visit during the response 
to the global COVID-19 pandemic, you will find that our buildings 
are temporarily closed. Learning, however, has continued since 
the week following March Break. Our teachers are all working from home to 
lovingly and diligently prepare appropriate activities for our students to work 
on in their homes. Teachers are connecting with each of our students via web, 
video, email, phone calls, online conferencing, and in the ways they teach 
best. 
Our mission is too important to stop, especially at a time like this.

Our mission is to inspire students to love, learn, and lead together in God's 
world. This is still God's world, and it's still inspiring. So, we will continue to 
do what we are passionate about. We pray that this will end soon so that 

we can return to a more traditional and in-person delivery 
of education. Until then, we will trust that God continues 
to work through us and our community as we seek His 
will, and will keep us safe by staying home.
You will find out what all of this looks like and hear of our 
experiences by turning the page and discovering what a 

Christian Education at Cairn Christian School is offering at 
a time ‘such as this’!

By Kevin Huinink, Executive Director

Well, this is different!
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Start children off on the way they should go, and even when 
they are old they will not turn from it. Prov 22:6
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Dear SK families,
This week would have been the week 
that we at Cairn Christian School had set 
aside to celebrate Christian Education 
with our community. It was meant to be 
a week that many people within our 
extended community would have come 
into our building to visit staff and students. 
We would have invited community 

members to participate in Pastor Appreciation 
Day, Grandparents’ Day and our Day and Evening 
of Celebration of Learning. It would have been a 
busy week, full of laughter, smiles, encouragement 
and joy. I will miss what would have been as we go 
through this week.

However, even though we are not able to celebrate 
Christian Education “in house” this school year, 
we are still celebrating Christian Education as a 
community. We as staff celebrate the capability 
we have through technology to connect with your 
children through meeting times, devotions, class 
discussions, videos, direct teaching, laughter, 
tears and prayer. We celebrate the 100 plus days 
that we had with our students “in house” in which 
we unknowingly were able to build a foundation 
with each of our classes that in turn, is allowing us 
now to continue to “build” as we learn at home.  
And above everything else, we as a community, 
celebrate the fact that God can not be and will 
never be solely contained within the walls of our 
classrooms. The Christian Education that we all 

support in one way or another isn’t just a curriculum-
based education that excels in academics. We 
celebrate Christian Education, because we know that 
God is in everything and that everything belongs to 
Him. We, as community, strive to continue to teach 
our students this truth - now through this journey of 
“learning at home”. God is in all things - including 
this pandemic that we are living through - and we 
want our students to know that through it all God 
will continue to be faithful - we can put our faith in 
Him, we can trust Him with our biggest and smallest 
concerns, we can pray for each other and we can 
trust that He is in control. May you find joy in this 7th 
week of self-isolation and being safe at home with 
your family.  May you feel supported and prayed 

for (because you are). As a staff member at Cairn 
Christian school, I will spend this week celebrating 
you and your family -- the ability to walk alongside 
you in this step of your child’s educational journey, 
celebrating the time and effort you are taking to 
support your child’s learning at home, and celebrating 
God’s work in you and your family in all of this.

Blessings to each of you, 
Mrs. Kok 
(SK teacher, Stoney Creek)

A teacher to her 
students and families
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One of my favourite activities that my son in JK 
has done since we started learning at home was 
building our very own cairn on our front step. 
This was a math and faith-building exercise to 
remind him of God's goodness and faithfulness 
in this time of uncertainty but also to look at in 
the future. As a family, we collected 10 stones 
in varying sizes and each family member took 
turns saying how God has shown his love 
to us while laying the stones on top of each 
other, biggest to smallest. It was amazing to 
see how all our responses ranged according 
to our ages and understanding. Although my 
son was a bit shy, he was able to say that God 
showed His goodness and faithfulness to him 
by taking away his bad dreams (night terrors) 
and always being with him. He still walks by 
our cairn and is able to tell me what 
he learned - that God is good and 
faithful and loves him very much. 
As a mom, I am so thankful 
for amazing teachers who 
give activities like this that 
have a significant impact 
on building and forming my 
children’s faith.

Math and 
Faith-Building
By Melanie Kiers , Smithville parent

Who knew that in anticipation of a few days off for 
March Break, we would get a lot more than we had 
bargained for? Our family’s journey into remote 
learning after “March Break” has been one that has 
presented some challenges while both my husband 
and I continue to work (ie. running 3 Zoom meetings 
at the same time and hoping the internet will 
support it!), but has overall been relatively smooth. 
We received some great advice from friends familiar 
with education at home and that was to create 
routine and daily expectations that provides some 
structure to our days. 

We have one high school student who is quite 
independent in his learning as well as a Grade 

1 and Grade 7 student at the Stoney Creek 
campus of Cairn Christian School who have 

different needs when it comes to their 
learning; our Gr.7 is able to work through 
his lessons independently, but our Gr. 
1 needs instruction before she can do 
the work.  Our experience has been 
one that we’ve been 
really able to lean 
into however, as 

we have found our teachers to be readily available 
for questions and flexible in their expectations. 
We have really enjoyed having a glimpse into the 
day-to-day work that happens with the delivery of 
Christian Education, seeing up close what our kids 
are doing and how they are engaging with their 
teachers. 
There have been some 
unexpected blessings 
along the way as well 
as we have been able 
to watch our kids 
grow deeper into 
relationships with 
each other, instead 
of looking externally 
for friendships which 
are limited at this 
time, they rely more 
on each other and are 
beginning to recognize 

a joy there.

The Home Shift
By Julie Redekop , Stoney Creek Parent
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Faith 
Journaling 

Annonymous ‘Snippets’ from our 
Annonymous ‘Snippets’ from our 

students’ journals and le
tters

students’ journals and le
tters

I am thankful that God has kept me 

and my family safe. I am trusting 

that He will do what is in his plan. I 

know that there are many people 

who are struggling at this time and 

I am praying that God will help 

them through this. I hope that all the 

front line workers are safe and am 

thankful that so many people are 

going to work everyday so that we 

can all stay home.

I feel a bit closer to God that he’s 

keeping me and my family safe. I 
really hope he keeps looking over 

my Pake and Beppe (grandparents) 

because they are battling the virus 

right now and I really want to see 

them again. I’m questioning God 
because I’m just wondering what 
his plan is. I just want it all to stop. 

Everyone should stay inside, or 
stay six feet apart. Why is God 
doing this? Why can’t we just 
repent? I always look back at 2 
Chronicles 7:13-15. 

I’m missing my friends. 
It made the day go 
by so fast. Laughing, Talking, Laughing, Talking. Over and over again. Recess was awesome. Basketball was so much fun playing a full court game. I couldn’t wait for the summer in school so it would be really warm and we could play without freezing hands. Coronavirus is just tough. I wish it never happened. Especially, in the graduating year.

Listen to a student’s reaction 

to the surprise she found at 

the post office when mailing a 

letter to her ‘buddy’

Click here

My personal life at home is different than how it used 

to be. We now do school 

online and that is sometimes 

a challenge for me because 

you're not face to face with 

your teacher, and sometimes it 

is hard for me to ask questions. 

We use google classroom and 

zoom calls during school, and 

this really helps.

I really miss talking with friends at recess and learning more easily with the help of teachers right there. I think after all this I will be able to look back and see how God was with us but at the moment I am questioning God why this is happening in my childhood. I just want to play with my friends and family. 

The thing 

I miss the most 

about school is not being 

able to see all my friends and 

playing with them because 

I was a lot happier at 

school than at home. 

I also feel like I am 

getting further 

away from God 

because I am 

Questioning why he 

made COVID-19 a 

little. 

I am thankful for technology so I can still contact my 

friends and family. It is nice to see peoples faces 

even though they are far away. I am so grateful that I 

can still know what they are doing and how they are 

doing in the current situation. I am grateful that we 

have a big property to go outside and play on as I 

know some people have small yards or no yard at all.

A schedule is non-existent except for 

school in the morning, figure out your work for that 

day and free time at night. Is that a schedule? 

My mom still has to work because 

she is a nurse and has to take care 

of people that are ill at the hospital. 

I think my mom is a strong woman 

because she loves to help people 

and she is not afraid of getting the 

virus because she protects herself 

and prays for protection. I am happy 

my mom is one of Canada's front line 

workers.

I am trusting God. 

I know that he will do 

what is best. I am hopeful 

that for when this situation will 

be over but I know that it 

will not be for a while. I 

am hopeful for a better 

time and am praying that 

everyone can get through 

this.
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As March Break began this year, a new challenge was 
placed before me. For an unknown amount of time, 
schooling would have to happen remotely. Throughout 
the break, I was busy thinking about how I was going to 
provide student support services to my students, when 
many of them require hands on activities and one-to-one 
interaction. So...what does a “school day/week” look like 
for me during remote learning?
● It involves connecting and touching base with 

students and families, via email, phone calls, and video 
conferences, to collaborate on how I can best support 
them, and their child’s academic needs.

● It has meant learning (and failing at) lots of new 
technology and finding creative ways to support and 
connect with students. 

● Facetime, SeeSaw app, and Video Conferencing fill my 
day. The Zoom app has allowed me to make use of the 
“share screen” option which gives me access to the 
use of a whiteboard, scanned documents and books, 
and online interactive activities/ manipulatives to help 
with an assignment, reading group, or playing a Game.

● Once in awhile I get the opportunity to do a porch drop 
off, bringing books or handouts to students and saying 
hello to them from a distance!

Teaching from home has brought many new challenges 
and frustrations, but it has also brought joys. I am thankful 
for the technology that allows me to assist students in 
their learning and I am so thankful to have many wonderful 
parents to work alongside finding ways to make learning 
from home easy and manageable for their families! I want 
all of God’s children, not matter what their needs and 
strengths are, to feel like they are part of a community that 
cares about them and wants to see them thrive.

Teaching 
from 

Home
By Claudia DeHaan, 

Student Support Director, 
Smithville

I will leave you with this cute modified 
Dr. Seuss take on teaching remotely. 

This sums up what it is like for me!

I will teach you in a room.
I will teach you now on zoom.
I will teach you in your house.
I will teach you with a mouse.

I will teach you here and there.
I will teach you because I care.

So just do your very best.
And do not worry about the rest!
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Teaching 
from 
Home
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From 
the Board
As you are all aware, we are in unprecedented times 

requiring everyone to adapt to a new, and hopefully 
short term, normal, which includes social 

distancing and regulations prohibiting in person 
gatherings of more than five people. 
In light of this current situation we are 
postponing the upcoming Membership 
meeting, scheduled for May 4, 2020 to a later 
date. 

Over the next few weeks the board will be 
reviewing possible alternatives for our annual 

meeting. We will provide you with details of the 
rescheduled meeting soon.

We ask for your patience and understanding as 
the board navigates its way through these unusual 

circumstances.
We hope and pray for your continued health and safety!

Best regards, 
Nigel Harnanan, 
Board Chair

Sharing 
our gifts

Guitar Solo - Nick

Some of our alumni will 
remember the big event 
in SK when Mr. Q gets 

married to Miss U.
That wedding still 

happened this year 
(letters don’t carry the 
virus). Thanks to the 
efforts of the deBoer 

family, the ceremony was 
able to proceed and be 

shared. Have a look here!

The Cairn 
Compass is 
a quarterly 
newsletter 
distributed 
to the Cairn 
Christian 
School 
supporting 
community. 

Our Mission
Inspiring students to 
love, learn, and lead 
together in God's 
world.

Our Vision
To be the leaders 
in education by 
inspiring a diverse 
and unified student 
body to love, learn, 
and lead with God's 
grace, bringing 
Christ's love to the 
world.

This space is normally reserved 
for an announcement about our 

annual spring gala dinner 
where we invite you to an evening 
out served by our board members 

with delectable food, desserts, and 
entertainment. That experience has 

obviously been put on hold along with 
the donation revenue that normally 

assists our schools and families.

We are looking at ways to ‘invite you in’ 
while ‘keeping our distance’. We look 
forward to this event each year and 
are sad not to host you in person. 

We know many of you may not be in a 
position to donate given the uncertainty 

of this time. However, if you are able, still, 
to assist us with a spring donation, we will 
be able to use that as well to assist Cairn 
Christian School families in their current 
uncertainty. As you see from the pages 

preceding, our work and mission continue!

Donations can be sent to our finance 
office at P.O. Box 924, Smithville, ON 
L0R 2A0, etransfered to finances@

cairnchristianschool.ca, or processed 
through the Christian School Foundation.
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