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“Are we there yet?” Many, if not all, of you will have heard this on 
a walk, a road trip, or even as you approach dinner.  Regardless 
of the journey, there is always a point at which we feel fatigue 
and wonder “is it much longer?” The spring of the school year 
always carries that sentiment, and this year I know that our entire 
world is feeling the same thing. Doing anything through a global 
pandemic is hard work, and schooling is no exception.

This school year has been filled with beautiful moments despite, and 
sometimes because of the hardship that we are collectively enduring.  Mr. 
Rogers, a beloved children’s TV show personality from many years ago offered 
the following “When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother 
would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.’”  
This re-framing of difficult events was helpful for very young children to focus on 
people who were doing positive things in the face of adversity.

As our children get older, it becomes even more important that we teach them to 
‘become the helpers’.  Becoming helpers in the face of trial and difficulty is not an 
easy task, but one that our school staff is working hard first to model, and secondly to 
craft learning experiences that inspire our students to love, learn, and lead together 
in God’s world.  This issue of the Cairn Compass: ‘Learning with Grit and Grace’ tells 
stories of the grit and perseverance that our school community is showing this year, 
and the grace that we are experiencing as well as administering to others.  

Together, we will continue to work through this pandemic, and by the grace of God, 
we pray that you will join us in ‘noticing, being, and inspiring’ the helpers.

by Kevin Huinink, Executive Director
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In February, Grade 3 created cardinals in a winter 
scene in art class. Our Learning Target for the 
lesson was: “I can use a variety of materials, tools 
and techniques to respond to design challenges” 
(e.g. painting: create a tempera painting of animals, 
Ontario Arts Curriculum, 2009).

The initial reaction from my students when I 
introduced this lesson ranged from excited (painting 
was involved!) to “there is no way I am going to be 
able to do this”!  For some students, the big picture 
of the project was overwhelming and they needed 
reassurance that they could do hard things; that 
we would be working together and that they were 
not on their own. This project was going to take 
time, and we were going to create beautiful work 
together step by step. 

Part of what drew me to this art project was that 
it resonated with me on many levels.  During a 

particularly hard time in my life, when the world 
around me looked bleak, I prayed that God would 
send me something to reassure me that He was 
there.  Within minutes of whispering that prayer, a 
cardinal appeared in the leafless winter tree outside 
of my window.  This cardinal reappeared over and 
over again during this time of searching. A prayer 
for hope, always answered with a cardinal.  

A year later, I was looking at my Aunt Sheila’s 
artwork and I found a painting of a cardinal in a 
tree titled “Beauty in the Storm.”  A year after that, a 
friend of mine posted a photo on social media of a 
cardinal in a winter setting.  I asked her for a copy 
of that photo and I had it enlarged for my home.  It 
reminds me daily to pray for this friend while 
simultaneously reminding me of God’s 
faithfulness.  

While Grade 3 created their 

Beauty in 
the Storm

cardinal artwork, I showed them my 
original attempt at creating something similar 
years ago. I explained that I was nervous to share it 
with them, as I did not think it was that good.  I gave 
one particular student who was struggling with his 
art piece a sneak peak of my artwork during recess. 
After staring at my picture for a few seconds he 
responded with: “Mrs. N, this is amazing.  You did a 
really good job.”  I explained to him how nervous I 
was to show the class because I was worried that 
they would laugh.  He encouraged me, and I let him 
know that the encouragement he showed me was 
the Holy Spirit working in him at that moment. 

I also showed the class the art piece created by 
my Aunt Sheila.  They thought it was incredible and 
were in awe of the fact that she taught herself how 
to paint. I showed them the photo my friend took 
as well, and they were inspired to keep working on 
their own creations.  

While talking about this art piece and “Beauty 
in the Storm” during our morning meeting 
and devotion time, a student randomly stood up, 
pointed, and shouted, “beauty in the storm!”  All 
eyes turned to see that a cardinal was sitting in 
the tree outside of our classroom window.  We all 
gathered at the windows and were amazed at God’s 
perfect timing.  Every once in a while, a student will 
shout out “beauty in the storm” during class and we 
don’t blink an eye.  We stop the lesson and look out 
the window.  What beauty did God send?

We achieved our Learning Target for this lesson 
and perhaps even added a few more unplanned 
learning targets on the journey to completing this 
project. But isn’t that how God always works? 

by Danyse Nywening, Grade 3 Teacher, Stoney Creek

Inspired by: Aunt Sheila VanderWier
                    Danielle B.
                    Deep Space Sparkle
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This year, our JK/SK class dove deeper into winter and asked “What do animals do when it gets 
cold?” Throughout November, we looked at hibernation of the Garter Snake, Wood Frog, the Grizzly 
Bear and the Groundhog. Students drew pictures and recorded their voices to tell what they knew 
about these animals.

During remote learning in January and early February, we extended this unit to include a few more of 
God's creatures who adapt and migrate in the Winter. We studied the Monarch Butterfly, the Beluga 
Whale and the Beaver. On zoom we created art by using the white board to lead in step by step 
drawings of these creatures. They created beautiful work and even the students were surprised by 
their abilities and with their creations.

Learning how 
Hibernating 
Animals Stay Safe 
During Winter
by Christine Winter, JK/SK Teacher - Smithville
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I had the honor to teach a little bit about my culture and history with the Blanket 
Exercise in the Grade 5 class at Smithville.  As an Indigneous person, I am grateful for 
any opportunity to teach others about Canada’s history and some of the struggle and 
pain that is a part of that. The idea of the blanket exercise, which was developed by 
Kairos in the late 1990’s and is used widely by church and advocacy groups, is to gain 
a better understanding of what happened to Indigenous people in Canada.  Those 
who have participated say that it is an  emotional experience when you are standing 
on the blankets and only for a moment seeing from the perspective of an Indigenous 
person. 

The exercise walks participants through the greeting of European settlers, the war of 
1812, the land being stolen/lost, being separated from family and community through 
residential schools, the “60’s Scoop”, and the issues Indigenous communities face 
today, including the condition of the schools and clean fresh drinking water. 

After the exercise I spoke with my daughter Autumn who is in the class and had 
experienced it for the first time, and asked her what her thoughts were. “It made me 
sad to know that Papa went through that.”, she reflected. I took the opportunity to 
share with her that her father is a survivor of the “60’s Scoop” as well and she was 
even more sad hearing that. I think having a peer in your class that has a direct family 
history of the cultural geneocide that took place right here in Canada was moving for 
a lot of students. These are important elements of our nation’s history, and affect our 
present reality and future. Our history lessons need to include that each of us is made 
in God’s image and loved by the Creator. It’s our work to continue forward in love and 
reconciliation.

Thank you to Ms. Walters for making this happen and to Mrs. Kloet and Mrs. 
Koornneef for supporting and watching/taking part in this exercise. As we say in 
Ojibwe, “chii-miigwech: many thanks!”

When the year began, there was so much to 
consider with respect to just running a school, that 
all of our professional development opportunities 
for teachers were focussed on COVID protocols and 
safety, and preparing for the possibility of remote 
learning.  At the time, we wondered if there was 
energy and capacity for anything else.

It has become clear that Cairn Christian School staff 
are not comfortable ‘sitting in place’.  The leadership 
team is working in the background on launching a 
multi-year effort in conjunction with sister schools 
to develop a framework for our curriculum and 
teaching.  Alongside those efforts, individual 
teachers are ‘hopping on board’, equipping 
themselves and our schools for this next chapter.  

Four teachers in particular have joined together to 
take a curriculum design course with Edvance and 
did so with the qualifier that they wanted to do it 
together.  Their work through this year is supported 
by their instructors, but also by one another as they 
grow and launch authentic learning opportunities for 
their students.  Together, they decided to focus on 
“Who Is God, Who Am I and Who Is My Neighbour” 
as a theme, and then adapted their science/socials 
curriculum whether at SK, grade 3, 6, or 8 level into 
comprehensive ‘Edventures’, applying new research 
into engaging students in real work that meets a real 
need for real people.

The determination to grow their art and craft even in 
the face of a shifting landscape is inspiring.  

Learning History through 
the Blanket Exercise
by Jodi VanderHeide-Buswa, Smithville Parent

Continued Growth 
in our Teachers
by Kevin Huinink, Executive Director
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From the CSTC to Psalms about Space
by Sarah Powell - Grade 6 Teacher, Stoney Creek

Sarah, tell us a little about yourself. Where did 
you go to school? How long have you been 
at Cairn? What grade do you teach? What 
extracurricular activities do you enjoy?

My name is Sarah Powell and I am in my second 
year of teaching! This year I have had the privilege 
of teaching the grade 6 class at our Stoney Creek 
campus. Teaching my students to be lifelong 
learners is important to me, as I was taught that from 
an early age when I was a student at Cairn Stoney 
Creek, which was at the time John Knox Christian 
School. Outside of teaching and learning, I enjoy 

going for hikes, swimming and being outside.

When you joined the 
teaching team at Cairn, we 
encouraged you to get your 
CSTC (Christian School 
Teachers Certificate) as 
soon as possible. Tell us a 
bit about that process.

The CSTC consists of four 
courses in different areas 

of applying faith to the classroom. I was able 
to take three courses through the Spring and 
Summer of 2020 through both Dordt University 
in Iowa, and Rocky Mountain College in Alberta. 
The fourth course that I took was through the 
Deeper Learning seminar that Cairn offers to local 
Christian educators, run by Steven and Joanna 
Levy. Throughout all of the courses that I took, 
there was an underlying understanding that faith 
can be incorporated into the learning process of 
all students at every point in their learning. The 
courses aided in seeing this, and giving ideas on 
how to effectively intertwine all of the learning 
with faith in our immediate school community and 
beyond.

You were asked to complete an independent 
study as part of that process. Tell us about 
the topic you chose and about your students’ 
involvement.  

As part of the independent study, I was given the 
opportunity to apply the learning from the Deeper 
Learning seminar. I did this with my grade 6 class 
during our study of space. Throughout our unit, 

students were able to learn through inquiry, working 
towards our final project. For the final project, 
students were able to research a planet of choice as 
well as someone that studies or has been to space. 
From the information students researched, they were 
asked to dress up for a presentation where they 
would share about the individual they were dressed 
as, and share information that they had researched 
about their planet while showing a sample they had 
made of their planet. Students were able to create 
beautiful work to culminate the learning that they 
had during this unit! Students were also able to 
explore their faith in this unit, as they were able to 
write a psalm of praise about space, and share their 
wonder at creation.

Throughout the independent study course, we 
focused on intertwining faith through the learning, 
with students able to create a larger piece of 
learning that can be shared with others around them. 
Students were able to share their faith through their 
psalm, and through recording their presentations 
they were able to reach a further 
community.

QR Code Links to presentations by students.
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The Cairn Compass is a quarterly newsletter distributed to the Cairn 
Christian School supporting community. 

Our Mission
Our Vision

POOL FILLING   RESERVOIRS
TANKS   CISTERN FILLING
SOD & TREE WATERING

Greetings from the 
Board of Directors
What an unusual school year it has been. Life at 
Cairn Christian School, just as life everywhere 
else, continues to be affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic. From masks, physical distancing and 
extra cleaning measures when school started in 
September, to remote learning in January and 
again in April, we have adapted to ever-changing 
recommendations and regulations.

And yet, God is faithful. Our leadership team 
continues to lead well. Our administrative team 
continues to complete their work and provide 
support to staff and families through the transitions. 
Our teachers and paraeducators continue to deliver 
excellent education to our students. Our families 
continue to support their children when learning 
at home and also offer grace and encouragement. 
THANK YOU!

To our supporting community of partner 
organizations, of volunteers and 

experts, and of encouragers and donors, we 
THANK YOU also for walking alongside us through 
these unusual times. It is evident to us as a board 
that our schools are strong because of who we 
are walking our journey WITH. We are blessed 
to have you along on our journey, no matter how 
unpredictable it may be!  

We don’t know what these last few months of the 
school year will look like. We don’t know when 
we will return to some sort of “normal.” We don’t 
know the future, but we know the One who holds 
it. We remember that God is always with us. As 
a board, we are proud of Cairn Christian School 
and everyone who is a part of our community, as 
together we continue to inspire students to love, 

learn, and lead together in God’s world.

On behalf of the board,

Josie DeGraaf

We are the Heerema family from 
Beamsville (Paul, Sandra, Shawn(18), 
Darren(16) and Renee(13)).  We have 
been a part of the Cairn School 
family for the past 15 years. A 
blessing of our time with Cairn 
schools has been the joy of 
being in community with other 
believers and their families.  The 
schools have also offered many 
ways to be involved and intentional 
with our children’s learning, from 
classroom assistance times to serving 
on committees within the school.  We 
chose Christian Education for the 
purpose of teaching our children that 
God is at the centre of our daily lives. 
It has not always been easy. In some 
years money has been tight and we 
didn’t always know where the next bill 
payment would come from but we have 
never second guessed our decision to 
send our children to Cairn Smithville.  
From the first day of school our children 
have been shown God’s love and been 
encouraged to do their best. They have 
been given a quality education while 
also learning of God’s love for them 
and others.  We are confident that the 
lessons that they have learned and the 
friendships that have evolved from their 
time in Christian education will follow 
them for the rest of their lives.

Inspiring students to love, learn, and lead together in God's world.

To be the leaders in education by inspiring a diverse and 
unified student body to love, learn, and lead with God's grace, 
bringing Christ's love to the world.
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