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What happened here?
By Kevin Huinink, Executive Director

At the end of the 2019-2020 school year, we all might very well
ask ‘What happened?’ and I expect that we and our children may
ask that for decades to come. As a community, we began this
year with the ‘new to us’ image of a cairn - a pile of stones, and
heard of their historical significance to God’s people. We learned
how God directed stones to be piled together on the bank of the
Jordan river because He knew curious children would ask “What
do those stones mean?”
And God said: Then you can tell them, “This is where the Israelites
crossed the Jordan on dry ground.” What would lie ahead for them? Giants.
Conflict. Hardship. Promise. Land. Abundance. In all of this, God commands Joshua:
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord
your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9
On March 12, 2020 we heard the unthinkable: Your schools need to close. Together,
we wondered: Is this even possible? Can we get to the other side? There’s so
much in the way. How can we do what we’ve never done before? “But [God] said to
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”” 2
Corinthians 12:9
These pages contain evidence of God working through our schools during a
building shutdown despite our own insecurities and weaknesses, and often
because of them. As we leaned forward into a ‘COVID’ world, convinced of our
mission, we saw that God was in control, and was still at work.
(continued on page 8)
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June
Projects

Do you remember how the final weeks of school could drag on?
Summer weather often brings a longing for the end of the school
year. As we anticipated the final weeks for parents and students, we
again paused to ask ‘What is learning for?’ ‘Why are we doing this?’
What is our DEEP HOPE for our students as they learn?
Out of these conversations, the following learning targets were
developed for the entire student body at Cairn Christian School for
the month of June:
● We can use our gifts, talents, and compassion together to bring
healing to our world.

Lead the Way:
Serving the Least of These
What do you drink each day? Is it clean? Is it flavoured or fortified? Do
you wonder if it’s safe? How far do you have to walk to get it? How much
did you pay for it?
These are all questions that the Stoney Creek grade 6/7 class asked as
they learned about the effects on a community of not having clean drinking
water readily available. Taking seriously Jesus’ words: “I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink…” they took the Water Challenge committing to only drink water for two weeks, freeing up money to provide
clean, safe drinking water for others. Out of their reading together of the
novel ‘A Long Walk to Water’ by Linda Sue Park, they studied, researched,
and invited others to join them. Some walked with a full bucket the
equivalent of what many families do each day to experience what it might
be like to have to fetch your water to stay alive.
Through this project, Grade 6/7 students were able to love, learn, and lead
together in God’s world.

● We can show our love for God by caring for others and His world.
● We can show God’s love to others by doing something significant
for them, showing that God is at work in our world.
Following are just a few examples of how these projects played out
in specific classes. For full coverage of each class and their project
learning, our 2020 Celebration of Learning for each campus is
available at https://bit.ly/Cairn_SC_June2020_COL
and https://bit.ly/Cairn_SM_June2020_COL
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A New
Garden!
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How does
your food
grow? What
do plants need
to survive and
pollinate? How
can we help God’s
littlest helpers?
The grade 1 and 1/2 classes at Smithville learned
about pollinators and how God uses tiny creatures
to make sure that plants can grow. In order
to encourage and help these birds, bees, and
butterflies, the classes wrote letters to let Mrs.
Koornneef know how important and useful a garden
of native plants would be at the school. Students
planted native plants from seeds, watching and
documenting their growth, and some built shelters at
home for bees, butterflies and birds at their homes.
They invited and learned from Mr. Gillis, an expert
on caring for animals, and finally, they planned and
planted a garden at the school to provide shelter.
Thanks to these classes and their helpers, there will
be shelter for God’s creatures for years to come!

Loving our
Front-Line Workers

What is life like for front-line workers? How can we show them our gratitude and make sure they are
loved and appreciated? The SK class at Stoney Creek worked together to practice their writing by
composing letters of appreciation to people in our communities who are working to contain the spread
of COVID-19, and to people serving others in essential services.
As a class, they placed their handprints on canvases that would be delivered with their letters to those
workplaces. ‘From our thankful hearts to your helpful hands…’ Students then delivered their messages
of gratitude to workplaces around the region, connecting them with the real front-lines. Real work,
meeting a real need for real people. This type of authentic learning has a deep impact on both the
givers and the reccipients.
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Congratulations

to Cairn Christian School’s
Graduating Classes of 2020!
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Temporary
Pause to
Capital
Campaign

(continued from page 1)

Looking
forward

Our end of the year is not an end, just as a trail
marker is not an end. It’s a checkpoint - an
opportunity to look back and to look forward, but not
a place to stay put. Our next adventure lays ahead
of us, full of hardship, challenges, promise, and
abundance.
A cairn is a reminder of what is important on a
journey; a marker of safe passage. Just as we did in
March, we now stop and first consider our WHY. We
are here to inspire students to love, learn, and lead
together in God’s world. We can get lost in the HOW
if we lose sight of the markers set by those who went
before us.
God has brought us this far, teaching us to rely on
Him. God will continue to do what He has always

done: He will be faithful. He will be WITH us. He will
listen to the cries of His people.
What will we commit to for 2020-21? Our nonnegotiables: That we will continue to make God our
focus, that we are here to inspire students to love,
learn, and lead, and that we will do that together. We
will ensure that students are safe, and we will do our
utmost to serve the families that entrust us with the
hearts and minds of their children.
Despite our weaknesses, and perhaps because of
them, God will reveal His good, pleasing, and perfect
will. Because in our weakness…His power is made
perfect.

The COVID-19 pandemic has had obvious effects on all sectors of the economy, and while
the immediate shock of the pandemic settles in, the Building the Way Campaign has taken a
temporary pause. This pause has halted all spending on campaign activities and stopped the
active soliciting of supporters in the community. Both the Campaign Cabinet and the Board are
communicating continued support for the campaign projects long-term, and look forward to a re-start
in the near future. Our consultants, The Dennis Group, are committed to joining us again when we are
ready. Stay tuned for further updates and details on how the Campaign intends to move forward to
address our building project needs and the elimination of our long-term debt. We remain committed
and excited about Building the Way!
If this is the first you are hearing about the campaign, a website with full details on the projects is
available at www.cairnchristianschool.ca/building If you are interested in finding ways to support this
campaign please contact either Wayne Schilstra, the campaign chair at wayne.schilstra@gmail.com,
or Kevin Huinink at khuinink@cairnchristianschool.ca

Click to watch one of our students painting our Cairn Rocks in this video project:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQ84ok15Xao
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Greetings from the
Board of Directors
What a year it has been! As a governance board,
we are so grateful for the excellent work of our
leadership team, teaching staff, and administration
over the past few months. We recognize that the
transition of school from in-classroom education
to at home learning was not an easy one, but as a
board, we heard updates and knew that our school
was in capable hands. As board members who are
also parents, we were able to see firsthand that the
vision of our school continued to be the underlying
foundation. We believe that during COVID-19, Mr.
Huinink, Mrs. Desjardins, Mrs. Koornneef and the
teachers really were intentional about being the
leaders in education by inspiring a diverse and
unified student body to love, learn, and lead with
God’s grace, bringing Christ’s love to the world.
Thank you!
We were also able to successfully hold our annual
membership meeting, despite not being able to
meet in-person. On June 15th, we held our first virtual
meeting, and although it went smoothly, we hope to
meet in-person again next year. During this meeting,
we were able to pass our budget for the 2020-2021
school year.

We are happy to announce that James Riewald,
Melissa VanderWier and Brian Wierenga will be
joining the board for a four-year term beginning
with the 2020-2021 school year. A huge thank you
goes to Kathy Snip, Dan VanDriel, and Scott Vedder
for their years of service on the board as they have
completed their terms this year!

Thank you to all patrons and
sponsors who were able to
support our special Lasagna
fundraiser for COVID-19
tuition assistance. On June
13th, the board assembled
caterer-prepared meals for
pick-up or delivery, and we
were able to raise $16,700!

Our Vision
To be the leaders
in education by
inspiring a diverse
and unified student
body to love, learn,
and lead with God's
grace, bringing
Christ's love to the
world.

We wish everyone a blessed summer. As we reflect
on God’s faithfulness and goodness to us, we
recognize that we have much to be thankful for. We
are especially appreciative of our leadership team,
teaching staff, and our parents over these past few
months as they continued to inspire students to love,
learn, and lead together in God’s world.

Josie DeGraaf

Our Mission
Inspiring students to
love, learn, and lead
together in God's
world.

We do have one specific request: We are looking for
new members for the Finance Committee. If you are
willing to serve on this committee or know someone
who you think would be able to, please reach out to a
board member or Kevin Huinink.

On behalf of the board,

The Cairn
Compass is
a quarterly
newsletter
distributed
to the Cairn
Christian
School
supporting
community.

Details and registration to Golf:
https://bit.ly/2020_SwingForStudents_GolferRegistration
Details and registration to Sponsor:
https://bit.ly/2020_SwingForStudents_SponsorRegistration
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Matt Dam*

Hon. BA. Bus.

Advisor
matt.dam@sunlife.com
www.sunlife.ca/mattdamfinancial

Matt Dam Financial Services Inc.
165 Hwy 20 West, Suite 3
Fonthill, ON L0S 1E5
Tel: 905-892-5993
Toll free: 1-888-889-4742

*Mutual funds distributed by Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc.
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the Sun Life Financial
group of companies.
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2019.
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