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You’ve likely done some big things in your life - whether you’re 10 or 30 or
50 or 80 years old, you can look back and say ‘Wow, that was tough
work!’ When you look back on that project, that experience, that
accomplishment, and review what was hard and what was good about
that time, what do you recall?
As a school staff, as a board, as a leadership team, and as students,
we each took some time to look back and reflect on what this past year
was like. We could all agree that it was difficult! When we recounted
what went well, though, we were often struck by how often people’s
beautiful character traits shone even more brightly.
Being connected in Christ is a big deal at Cairn Christian School, and we teach,
model, and encourage one another to grow especially in our six identified traits of
curiosity, compassion, collaboration, integrity, perseverance, and joy. This edition
of the Cairn Compass will unpack each of these for you as we
saw them reflected in our work.
In 2020-21, we found out that in Christ, we CAN
do hard things, and that our character grows
as a result! We hope you enjoy sharing these
experiences with us here!
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Every spring we wait for their arrival. We keep
our eyes peeled, looking to our lawns and
neighbourhood greens hoping to see one. Our
ears listen, anticipating their song...backyard birds
announce the onset of spring and we feel a sense
of hope and new life. We see them and we are
thankful, but how much do we actually know about
these beautiful creations of God?

Curiosity:

An SK Backyard
Bird Adventure
by Mrs. Stacy Kok - SK teacher in Stoney Creek
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This is the question that I posed to our Senior
Kindergarten class in late March. With their
curiosity piqued, we began an intensive study of
birds that was narrowed down to Southern Ontario
backyard birds...birds that we see in and around
our neighbourhoods. We discovered the different
attributes that belong to birds and investigated a
bird’s life cycle. We learned about their habitats
and even designed and created our own bird nests.
Our excitement over this project was growing and it
was driven by our sense of curiosity about the birds
we see every day.
As we pivoted to at-home learning, our curiosity
continued to drive our learning. The SK students
watched for and counted birds over spring break in
April, using tally marks and their math skills to count
the number of each type of bird that was seen.
These results will be given to Cornell Lab as a bird
count for the region. Each child began to research,
with the help of their parents, their selected
bird. Through our online Zoom meetings, we did
experiments that helped us to learn more about bird
bones and how they are able to fly, as well as the
different types of bird beaks. Our curiosity led us
to discover that God gave different types of birds
different styles of beaks, depending upon where
they lived and what type of food that bird ate.

As we continued to learn about our neighbourhood
birds, we realized that other people might also be
curious about their own backyard birds. Our class
began the process of putting together a field guide
so that we could share all that we had learned.
Each student began the hard work of drawing a
scientific illustration of their bird. This consisted of
multiple drafts, critiques and revisions. They also
wrote field guide entries for each bird, sharing the
information that they learned from their research.
Mr. Jack De Roos, a volunteer at ‘New Again’ (New
Again Construction Essentials) in Beamsville, built
birdhouses for each student. These birdhouses
were delivered to the school by another New Again
volunteer, Mr. John Kok and his wife, Mary
Ann. The SK class will be gifting these
birdhouses along with a copy of their
Backyard Birds Field Guide to different
long-term care facilities and senior
friends in July. Knowing that their work
would help others to learn more about
God’s beautiful birds gave them a reason
to persevere even when the work was hard
and their hands were tired.
Being curious about the world around us
provides so many opportunities to be
amazed at God’s creation. We learned
that our God is a God of detail - all the
way down to the hollow bones of
birds, that allow them to fill with air,
enabling flight. God’s creation will
always point back to Him - our
sense of curiosity allows us to
see God in all of His creation.
What are you curious about?
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Compassion:
Hike for Hospice

The students and staff of Cairn Christian School’s Stoney Creek
campus recently held a virtual Hike for Hospice in support of
McNally House Hospice in Grimsby. The school has been ‘Hiking
for Hospice’ annually for three years, and usually holds the event
around and in front of McNally Hospice followed by a picnic lunch
at a nearby park. This year they needed to be more creative in their
approach, and embarked on a virtual hike and fundraiser with the assistance of online
tools.
Under the direction of Jacqueline Scholman, the Grade 8 teacher, they set a target
of $10,000, which at the time seemed like quite an audacious goal. Surprising even
themselves, the students, staff, and families raised a grand total was $22,586!
“We work diligently as a learning community to inspire our students to love,
learn and lead together in God’s world, and this event is evidence that
our students are embracing that mission and growing in
compassion, perseverance and integrity”, said Kevin
Huinink, the Executive Director of Cairn Christian
School. “The connection our students feel with
the vision and mission of McNally House
through this event is something they will
carry far beyond their school years as
they become increasingly responsible
for supporting important causes in our
community such as this.”
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Perseverance:

Mentally stronger together
by Mrs. Marge Kloet - Child and Youth Care Practitioner

Thank You for listening! I have found myself saying
this to others who have taken the time to hear me
out when I’m trying to sort out the next steps to a
decision. I have received these very same words
from others who over the past few months have
been grateful for the listening ear.

each school campus for the 2021/22 school year.
“Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is
not easily broken”. Ecclesiastes 4:12

While remote learning took place, there were
many mental health supports shared. The role of
the school counsellor allowed for zoom sessions,
phone calls, community referrals, connecting
students with added support, being available for
teachers or offering encouragement and resources
in the weekly newsletter. Remote learning allowed
for new and versatile ways to support the Cairn
Christian School Community as we moved through
this part of the school year. We can see that this
versatility, while it came with hardship at times,
has taught us new ways to be ‘stronger together’.
Looking ahead with optimism, I anticipate that
this positive outcome will be seen in the school
communities and in the mental health programs at
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A Very Canadian
Collaboration
by Mrs. Carla Teeuwsen, Grade Two teacher in Smithville

As we got closer to the month of June and the
realization that we would continue with online
learning, Mrs. Deboer, Mr. Lee, Mr. Kingma, and I
thought we needed to keep things interesting for
students. We decided that since we often ask our
students to collaborate with each other that we
should work together on this to make it a Grades
1-3/4 project. We met for part of an afternoon to
discuss what we would like our students to learn
and how we would deliver the lessons. We had to
overcome a few technological challenges since not
all grades used Seesaw. This was more challenging
for some than others!
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What better way to keep things interesting than to
study our country! We have been blessed to live in
an amazing country with so much beautiful scenery,
unique animals, and interesting history. The difficult
part was to narrow down our country into two weeks
worth of lessons. Each teacher chose topics close
to their heart and the lessons were meant for all the
grades. This allowed the families to work together to
complete the daily activities.
It was wonderful to see the creativity of the students.
They definitely rose to the challenge! It was also
wonderful to see siblings collaborating!
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How do we
govern with
Integrity?
by Nigel Harnanan, Board Chairperson

What does it really mean to be a governing board? How does the Board do this, and what exactly do members
of the Board do? These were all questions that were running through my mind as I nervously walked into the
library at the Smithville campus for my first meeting after being elected to sit on the Board of Directors.
Over my four years on the Board, I learned that being a Board member is not a position to be taken lightly. It is a
significant responsibility, holding ourselves and the leadership team accountable for ensuring that our schools are
financially sound and operate according to the governing policies; for our future success by regularly reviewing,
evaluating and debating the initiatives on our strategic plan, and, most importantly; for ensuring that the actions
and activities undertaken are in the best interest of the Society and its members. In a word, we implicitly ask
ourselves frequently: How do we govern with integrity?
Fulfilling these accountabilities meant that many of our meetings stretched late into the night with the Board
debating, sometimes spiritedly, the merits and challenges of almost every activity and recommendation as we
all brought different perspectives to the table. The goal is that we, as a Board, helped to ensure that the right
things were done for the Society and members and continue to work towards achieving our vision, based on
the information available. In some cases that meant taking a leap of faith as we tackled issues related to the
pandemic. In other cases, it meant making decisions that we knew would be difficult in the near term but would
set our schools up for continued success longer term.

A

Joyful

Finish

It was a privilege being part of a group that continues to ensure we fulfill our mission to love, learn, and lead
together in God’s world today and for many years to come.
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The Cairn Compass is a quarterly newsletter distributed to the Cairn
Christian School supporting community.
by the Leadership Team: Mr. Huinink, Mrs. Desjardins, and Mrs. Koornneef
What better way to finish a school year than
with our graduates and their parents?!! With a
perfectly timed lifting of restrictions, we were
able to safely gather in person outdoors with
both of our graduating classes, sharing a meal,
and celebrating their journey through elementary
school. Complete with an outdoor stage, live
streaming for siblings, family and friends who
could not be there, and the regular ‘pomp and
circumstance’ of a graduation ceremony, we
found out about each graduate - what made
them special and how they’ve grown ‘Connected
in Christ’ through their years as a student at a
Christian School.

Each valedictorian highlighted that although this
was a difficult year, there were also things that
made it special despite the circumstances, and
the mission and vision of the school lived through
their instruction and relationships, their learning
and development. As a staff, we marvelled
that while we have been working hard inspiring
these students TO love, learn, and lead together
in God’s world, they have become inspiring
students WHO love learn, and lead together in
God’s world.

Our Mission

Inspiring students to love, learn, and lead together in God's world.

Our Vision

To be the leaders in education by inspiring a diverse and
unified student body to love, learn, and lead with God's grace,
bringing Christ's love to the world.

We praise God for His faithfulness, and are
thankful for the gift of Joy in graduation
ceremonies!

POOL FILLING RESERVOIRS

TANKS CISTERN FILLING
SOD & TREE WATERING
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Matt Dam*

Hon. BA. Bus.

Advisor
matt.dam@sunlife.com
www.sunlife.ca/mattdamfinancial

Matt Dam Financial Services Inc.
165 Hwy 20 West, Suite 3
Fonthill, ON L0S 1E5
Tel: 905-892-5993
Toll free: 1-888-889-4742

*Mutual funds distributed by Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc.
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the Sun Life Financial
group of companies.
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2019.
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