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So much is happening at our schools all at 
once, and this newsletter will hopefully give 
you just a taste of that and also what’s 
in store. Truthfully, it feels like we are 
emerging in so many different ways. 
We are coming out of winter, out of 
pandemic heaviness and restrictions, 
into new building projects, 
new strategic plans, and new 
opportunities. Plans are underway 
for events and for intentional ways 
for our community to reconnect. It’s 
almost overwhelming in the excitement 
all of this is bringing. Most importantly, our 
students are growing in mind, body, and soul!

I pray that you are able to celebrate with us in this issue the many ways in 
which God is working at Cairn Christian School as we continue to inspire 
students to love, learn, and lead together in God’s world!

by Kevin Huinink, Executive Director
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The Beijing 2022 Olympics this February 
brought a lot of joy to our Grade one class! If 
you walked past the classroom every snack 
and lunch time, you would have seen various 
events playing on our white board and heard 
cheers for Canada when medals were won. We 
made a graph to show which events were our 
favourites and tried out modified versions of 
the events in the gym. 

What excited me most about Grade one and 
the Olympics, though, was not about how 
engaged they were in watching and cheering, 
but in how they were able to relate our school’s 
character traits to what the Olympic athletes 

were doing. The Grade one students were 
divided into six groups, one for each character 
trait (joy, perseverance, integrity, collaboration, 
curiosity, compassion). Within their groups, they 
talked about how Olympic athletes might need 
to show those same traits in their training and 
competing. It was a moment of celebration to 
know that the students are getting it! After a 
few years of delving into these traits, students 
were able to apply them to a real world 
situation and understand what they mean What 
a joy to know that their little hearts and minds 
are being shaped by these character traits, so 
that they can grow and discover more about 
who God wants them to be!

by Karen Bylsma, Grade One, Stoney Creek
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From the beginning of March to mid-April, Ben 
Bonsma (a Redeemer University Education Student) 
is completing a teaching placement in the Smithville 
4/5 classroom with Miss Geerts. This gives the 
opportunity to develop and master teaching skills 
and work directly with students. The class is happy 
to work with Mr. Bonsma! He has been leading the 
students in a variety of subjects, supervising recess 
and group activities, enjoying their work in producing 
their spring play, and following up on their daily studies.

Mr. Bonsma: Being mentored is one of the best learning experiences I have had. 
The flow that gets created by teaching a lesson, reflecting on the lesson with 
Miss Geerts, then teaching another lesson the next day with the feedback in 
mind, means that learning happens incredibly quickly. Beyond this, Miss Geerts 
has a wealth of knowledge and experience to pull from that I simply cannot 
have until I am in her shoes down the road. This means hearing her opinions 
on the “hot topics” of the education world can be incredibly enlightening as her 

reflections are combined with the wisdom of experience. 

Learning and Teaching and Learning
by Linda Geerts and Ben Bonsma, Grade 4/5, Smithville

Miss Geerts: Working with a student-
teacher is a rewarding experience. It’s 
good to share teaching strategies, discuss 
working with the wide variety of students 

and learning needs in the classroom, and 
be refreshed by some of the newer ideas 

and perspective that comes from a teacher 
candidate. We are able to tag-team our 
instruction, follow up with students that need 
extra support, and brainstorm lesson ideas 
together. The students also enjoy hearing 
from a different voice and point of view in their 
lessons. They love to share stories and ask 
questions of Mr. Bonsma. 

Overall, the blending of experience 
and novelty creates a fun learning 
environment for everyone; students, 
teachers, and student teachers alike. 
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“That’s just wrong!” shouted a student as the screen 
scanned an area of an Indigenous community 
without access to clean drinking water. “Where is 
justice? This is NOT just as it should be!” 

A fire had been set within this student’s heart, a 
flame that was not soon going to die. After learning 
about our levels of government and exploring the 
various roles each level plays, for the next several 
weeks, this student threw himself into the research 
of Indigenous Water Advisories. His earnest desire 
to be a part of making this right, to “act justly even 
when he cannot vote” as a Citizen of Heaven and 
as an Ambassador on Earth, became palpable as he 

would share his findings. He was not alone in this 
passion. 

As students engrossed themselves 
deeper into their social or 

environmental issues of choice, they 
became all the more passionate about 

crafting a letter that would stir and 
persuade those in government who 

have the power to make changes. They 
saw their role as Citizens’ of Heaven in a 

practical light, seeing the real need of real 
people. Their work was now real work that 

demanded their full effort and attention.  

Throughout this year, my Deep Hope has 
been that we can seek God’s kingdom as 
Citizens of Heaven in our learning, and 
live out His will as Ambassadors on 
Earth as it is in heaven. In our everyday 
learning, we have discovered all the 
more what it means to be a Citizen, 
weaving the narrative of God’s Big Story 
into every part of what we are doing. As 
a crew, our learning has become rich as we 
seek to live into this story, living out our part 
on making things on earth as it is in heaven. 
The process of learning is one that is marked 
by compassion, collaboration and joy. We 
want to have integrity in our work for the sake 
of others. This adds such a depth to learning 
that goes far beyond the classroom and out into 
our world! 

“It’s just that I didn’t know any 
of this before, but now that I 
know, I want to be a part of 
doing something about it. I 
might be in Grade 5, but 
I don’t think that will stop 
me or us!” 

Where 
is

Justice?
by Ruthann VanEgmond, Grade 5, Stoney Creek
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We, as the Board of Directors, want to express 
our deepest thanks and gratitude to you, our 
community, for your prayers and support over the 
past year. We ask you annually to support the work 
of Cairn Christian School, and this year we also 
asked you to consider a gift to our Building the 
Way capital campaign.

The net result of your giving in 2021 was that our 
donation revenues doubled over the year before, 
and in the last three months of the year, giving 
tripled from the same period in 2020.

Your generosity is a clear indication to us that you 
support the mission and vision of Cairn Christian 
School and that you are committed to the cause of 
Christian Education!

Thank you so much!
On behalf of the Board, 
Josie DeGraaf, Chair

This spring will see some significant updates to 
the physical landscape at both of our schools. If 
you are reading a physical copy of this newsletter, 
you’ll see included some details about our 
Smithville addition and renovation that is set to 
start, resulting in some dust and dirt being stirred 
up!

Our Stoney Creek campus will see a significant 
update to the playground, roof, and back 
entrance, including the formation of some outdoor 
classroom spaces.

Finally, we have been approached by the 

congregation of Fruitland CRC to accept their 
building and property as a gift as they wind down 
their operations this year. This exceptionally 
generous offer will see their legacy as a 
congregation live long into the future through 
our work delivering Christian Education in Stoney 
Creek on this site. The motion to accept this offer 
will be on the table at our Annual General Meeting 
this spring.

Through these transitions, we celebrate God’s 
faithfulness and the blessings we experience in 
furthering the cause of Christian Education! 

Thank 
you!

Dust, dirt, 
and transfers

The Cairn Compass Spring 2022 The Cairn Compass Spring 2022



Back by popular demand, the Cairn Christian School Board of Directors 
is hosting a virtual Gala dinner for pickup or delivery in support of our 
work inspiring students to love, learn, and lead together in God's world!

●   A curbside pickup (or limited delivery) Caterer-provided heat and 
serve dinner including:

●  Individual House Salad with balsamic dressing

●  Chicken Parmesan

■  Hand-breaded chicken parmesan 

■  oven roasted vegetable penne 

■  topped with fire-roasted tomato basil sauce and parm

●  Your support for our schools as we continue to work to achieve our 
mission to inspire students to love, learn, and lead together in 
God's world!!

This event is on Saturday, April 30th   with pickup or delivery (limited) 
from 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm.

We simply ask for donations to cover our costs and to support our 
mission as schools. Any amount donated over $80 per meal for four will 
be acknowledged with an official tax receipt.

To order, visit our online order page at http://bit.ly/CairnDinner2022
or contact smithville@cairnchristianschool.ca or call 905-957-7996.  

We are inviting community businesses to sponsor this dinner. If you are 
interested or know of anyone who would love to partner with us 
in this community event, please let us know, or send them to 
http://bit.ly/CairnDinnerSponsor2022 

The Cairn Compass is 
a quarterly newsletter 
distributed to the 
Cairn Christian School 
supporting community. 

Our Mission
Inspiring students to love, 
learn, and lead together in 
God's world.

Our Vision
To be the leaders in education 
by inspiring a diverse and 
unified student body to love, 
learn, and lead with God's 
grace, bringing Christ's love to 
the world.
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