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You are about to read and see a whole lot of re-connecting in this issue of the 
Cairn Compass.  In fact, many of you will now have had the opportunity to re-enter 
our schools for the first time in a few years, and I can say with confidence from our 

students, our staff, and our entire team that it feels SO GOOD to be 
connecting with you again.

Our board was able to host our annual general meeting in 
person, while some were able to still join us remotely, our 
schools hosted Christian Education Week open houses 
for parents, pastors, and grandparents, volunteers are 
back in the building, extra-curricular activities have 

resumed, and great teaching and learning continue.

The last few months of school always seem the 
busiest, and 2022 will be no exception. The time we 
spend together reconnecting is a part of inspiring 
students to love, learn, and lead together in God’s 
world.  We’re so glad you can be a part of it!

by Kevin Huinink, Executive Director
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Paying Attention 
to Experience Joy, 
Curiosity, and 
Compassion

“My deep hope is that students will meet Jesus, 
pay attention to the world, and overflow with joy, 
curiosity, and compassion.”  

In our quest to deepen our teaching, classroom, 
and school practices into God’s big story, Mr. Lee 
has shifted a number of his teaching practices 
to more specifically live into this deep hope.  “I 
wouldn’t say that my students are always joyful, 
curious, or compassionate”, explains Mr. Lee, “but 
I make sure that the things we are doing in writing, 
in math, and in science are organized in such a way 
that they will become better at these things.

The grade 1/2 classroom is one where these ‘micro’ 

moments are experienced throughout the day so 
that students don’t just learn about their joy in Christ 
during Bible class, but in whatever they are doing.

“When starting to learn about writing, we started 
with the weather; something they all know about, 
but don’t pay close attention to usually.  We 
learn together how to pay close attention in our 
observation.  What does the air feel like, the 
puddles, and how the mud feels under their feet 
today compared to yesterday?  What colour are 
the clouds…. because they aren’t white?!  From 
these observations, we learn about beautiful 
words - we call them ‘Salsa’ words - the ones that 
taste better than just normal and simple words, 

to describe what we are seeing.  The result is a 
more attuned curiosity about God’s world around 
them, and a creative way to express what they are 
experiencing.”

Joy is expressed and discovered through their own 
observations and description of their learning.  “A 
student came to me yesterday using his strategy to 
look at pictures to figure out new words.  He was 
all excited that he already used this strategy, but 
also noticed that he was wrong - the word didn’t 
exactly match the picture in line with his prediction.  
He took joy in seeing that he understood and could 
read and make connections to something new.”

Mr. Lee also likes to bring joy into the classroom 
through challenges.  Taking select pages from a 
grade four math book and treating it as a secret, 
he shares with them, “This isn’t something that 
we are supposed to be learning because we are 
in grade one and two, but I think you can do it!”  
As bonus work beyond their regular curriculum, 
students experience great joy that their current 

understanding of math can be extended into 
understanding what the ‘bigger kids’ are learning.

Mrs. Braun works closely with this classroom on a 
daily basis and sees the compassion stated n Mr. 
Lee’s ‘Deep Hope’ growing in individual students 
as well as the entire classroom through their daily 
closing activity of ‘Celebrations and Sorries’.  The 
class, in a circle, shares things they are happy or 
thankful about from the day to celebrate, but also 
what they need to apologize for that day. Through 
this corporate modelling for one another that 
stating apologies and offering forgiveness, students 
see past the guilt adn shame to a more embodied 
way of living Christ’s love everyday.  “I’m sorry we 
didn’t let you play with us at recess today” one day 
has the potential to turn into “I’m thankful we could 
play together today” the next. 

“Adventuring together” is an appropriate theme for 
this class as they grow deeper into the knowledge 
of Christ and how He is active in everything around 
them!

by Mr. Lee and Mrs. Braun, grade 1/2, Smithville
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In early April, the students of Cairn Christian School Stoney Creek were challenged to fundraise for our 
Community partner McNally House Hospice in our fourth annual Hike for Hospice.  McNally House is located 
in Grimsby and is a “free-standing, six-suite, home-like residence that provides, free of charge, 24-hour 
specialized palliative care to people living with terminal illness, as well as those in their life circle.  The hospice 
is a non-profit organization serving the Niagara West communities of Grimsby, Lincoln, and West Lincoln.”  

Our partnership with McNally House Hike for Hospice began  in 2018. Due to the pandemic, we were not able 
to participate in 2020 and participated virtually in 2021.  We were so excited to be able to return to participating 
as an entire school again this year.  The Grade 7/8 class set a goal of $15,000 for this year’s hike and together 
kept track of the school’s progress. For every $500 that was raised, another “rock” was added to the visual 
display in the hallway at school. Everyday there was much excitement as students gathered to count how far 
along we were on the way to reaching our goal.  

Cairn Christian 
School and McNally 
House Hospice 
“Rocking” Together
by Jacqueline Scholman, grade 7/8 teacher, Stoney Creek

In a chapel just prior to the hike, the Grade 7/8 students had the student body think about how we could 
demonstrate our six character traits by participating in this hike.  A few examples included the collaboration 
to meet our goal of $15,000 and bless McNally House; the demonstration of compassion to those who are 
near the end of life; the demonstration of integrity by submitting all of the pledges that were collected; and the 
bringing of joy to others with our efforts, while being able to do this during school hours!  

On Friday, May 6th staff and students were bussed to Rotary Park in Grimsby, just down the road from McNally 
House.  Amanda Black, the community engagement coordinator at McNally House Hospice, joined us at 
the park as we kicked off this year’s hike. She shared her gratitude for the efforts of our school community.  
In addition to Amanda, we were met by many parents, siblings, grandparents and community members; 
what a great opportunity to be able to gather together again in person.  The students and staff from Junior 
Kindergarten to Grade 8 were placed into twelve mixed teams so that the older ones could help encourage 
their younger schoolmates, while our bus drivers acted as very capable crossing guards.  

The hike was 2.5 km and lasted about an hour for the group of over 200 to walk the route in its entirety.  There 
were many supporters along the way, honking and waving as we waved our McNally House flags joyfully.  

With much thanks to the efforts of the students, the staff, extended families, friends and our community we 
were able to bless McNally House with a gift of over $27,000. 

We are grateful for the ways that God put it in our hearts to support a community partner that supports those 
who are in need of end-of-life care. We continue to find ways to inspire our students to love, learn and lead 
together in God’s world; this is one of the best ways we could find!
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My name is Eric Miedema. I live in Binbrook along 
with my wife, Kathleen, and our 14-month-old 
son, Ethan. We are expecting our second child in 
September, which we are very excited about!  I 
began teaching at Cairn Christian School this past 
year. It is my 9th year of teaching. I have taught a 
great group of grade 6/7 students. The transition 
to Cairn has been a smooth one for me. The staff 
and community are all so friendly and helpful. This 
year, I have really enjoyed coaching the soccer, 
volleyball, and basketball teams. Extracurriculars 
are just one part of the job I love. In the classroom, 
I value teaching a variety of subjects. Whether 
it’s learning about the “Battle of the Plains of 
Abraham,” discussing the book of Ecclesiastes, 
teaching about Pi, exploring the periodic table 
of elements, or researching why species are 
becoming endangered, there is no boring day 
at school! I have also enjoyed the chapels and 
assemblies, where we can meet together as a 
school. And to top it off, I love that my students 
and I can pray and do devotions together daily 
and they can learn more about this beautiful world 
that God has created.  

It’s been said more than once recently, but how 
wonderful was it to gather together, to be in 
person and see each other’s smiling faces at our 
recent Membership meeting?  On Monday, May 
2, 2022, our school community came together for 
our annual Membership meeting to review and 
discuss pertinent issues and celebrations related 
to our schools; we are grateful for all those that 
came out or showed up online to participate.  

As a school, we have so many items to celebrate!  
Wonderful teachers reaching milestones in their 
careers and being able to take the opportunity 
to acknowledge and commemorate these 
achievements.  We celebrate the gift of the land 
and building from Fruitland Christian Reformed 
Church and honour the commitment Fruitland CRC 
has had to our school community for so many 
years.  We continue to push forward with our 

Building the Way Capital Campaign with our end 
goal of reaching $3.2 million raised within sight!  
And who can forget burning the mortgage and 
saying goodbye to our long-term debt?

We welcome to the Board of Directors our two 
new members, Andrew Lang and Henry Lof and 
look forward to a productive year by God’s grace. 

On behalf of the Board,
Julie Redekop

Introducing 
Mr. Miedema So much to 

celebrate!

Ms. Karen Verbruggen 
celebrates 35 years of service

Mrs. Nan Baker 
celebrates approaching 
retirement

Ms. Jacqueline Scholman  
celebrates 25 years of service
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The Cairn Compass is 
a quarterly newsletter 
distributed to the 
Cairn Christian School 
supporting community. 

Our Mission
Inspiring students to love, 
learn, and lead together in 
God's world.

Our Vision
To be the leaders in education 
by inspiring a diverse and 
unified student body to love, 
learn, and lead with God's 
grace, bringing Christ's love to 
the world.

Our Building the Way Campaign is just about done.  Campaign canvassers are still busy visiting some of 
our community supporters, and there are a few important events that offer opportunities to partner with us 
in these exciting and visionary endeavours.

How can you get involved?

1.  Amplify! If there is an event that draws attention to our building projects, please share the news, tell 
others of God’s faithfulness to our school community, and invite them to participate in prayer, financially, or 
with their time and talents.  

2.  Roll up your sleeves! As any builder can tell you, costs to build are creeping up. In order to keep those 
increases to a minimum, we can use your time, energy, and talents whether it’s skilled or unskilled labour.  

With thankfulness to God and to you, It’s happening!!!

Thank you so much to all of 
you who supported our annual 
fundraising dinner!  Thanks to 
the generosity of our donors 

and supporters, and to all of our 
patrons who participated to share 

in a meal with us, more than 
$22,000 was raised for school 

operations - inspiring students to 
love, learn, and lead together in 

God’s world.
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