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For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so 
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. - Ephesians 2:10

A look back on our school year gives us pause to consider how God has 
worked through our school to do amazing things.  Despite and even because 
of challenges, the good things He had planned were able to happen.

Celebrate this year, God’s faithfulness, student development and learning, 
and the growth of Christian Education with us in the following pages as we 
share how we were inspired to love, learn, and lead together in God’s world.
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Inspiring students to love, learn, and lead together in God’s world.
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Celebration
of the Arts
“God has gifted all of His children to create and 
bring beauty to a broken world.”. This was the 
driving idea behind this spring’s Celebration 
of the Arts in Stoney Creek.  The experience 
began when a number of gifted and invested 
guest artists and workshop leaders were 
invited into our school to encourage, uplift, and 
instruct students in a number of ways and with 
a variety of mediums from wood to string to 
paint to fabric and even baking ingredients.

Through this mentoring, students were able 
to see and experience their own abilities and 
often surprised themselves with what they 
were able to learn and create.

As a collaborative endeavour, buddy classes 
(a younger and older grade) also worked 

together to create a single art piece for auction 
at the planned open house and celebration of 
learning.

When the big day arrived, students displayed 
their work throughout the school in a gallery 
style, and interacted with their guests to explain 
their process and significance of their art.

Finally, student art work was printed on gift 
cards for sale to generate funds for Re-create, 
an art therapy program operated by Shalem 
Mental Health Services in Hamilton.

Together with the auction, more than $850 was 
raised for their work.  God makes beautiful the 
work of our hands and desires of our hearts to 
seek justice and healing.
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As students in Smithville lined up to sign up for auditions to be in this year’s drama 
production, the teachers in charge noticed that the length of the sheet was outstripping 
the opportunities available for students to participate.  What an amazing problem and 
opportunity to have!  After some deliberation, it was decided that the school would run two 
drama productions this year, and in an ambitious moment in planning, that they would both 
be musicals.

Students in grades four and five began working on the play ‘Frog and Toad’ under the 
direction and guidance of Miss Geerts, Mrs. Winter, and Mrs. Bowman-Deboer.  They delved 
into the music and storytelling about Frog and Toad, their struggles, misunderstandings, 
and friendship through the seasons.  Months of rehearsal in class on the songs in the play, 
on learning the text and lines, developing the story as it unfolds on the stage, and matching 
costumes to match the colourful animal characters in the story, the students were ready to 
deliver at our celebration of learning.

The older students began work on ‘Music Man’, Junior Edition.  They knew they would be 
in for a challenge performing a classic theatre piece with the story of “trouble in River City 
when a fast-talking salesman gets his heart stolen by the town librarian.”  Students needed 
to step up together in their learning to perform larger choreographed scenes, well timed 

Drama 
Performances

musical numbers and for a few of our students commanding solos.  *gulp*  Under the capable 
leadership of Mrs. Bowman-Deboer on music and Mrs. Winter for drama, the story came 
together also on and around our clebration of learning.

When the audiences gathered for these performances, it was the first time many had been 
together in a room with that many people again in quite some time.  The energy our spectators 
brought was a gift to our students as they literally put on stage their time, gifts, and talents.

Colossians 3:23 tells us to “Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working 
for the Lord rather than for people.”  These performances were an opportunity for us to 
encourage our students to do just that.  We know God was also present, witnessing the 
growth, development, and joy in our work, dedicated to Him!
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“Inspiring students to love, learn, and lead together in 
God’s world” is our mission and vision statement that 
we live by at Cairn Christian School. Reaching out to 
bless our community is one way we “lead together in 
God’s World”. The students at our Smithville campus 
participate in the Peach Bud Run every year to 
raise money for the West Lincoln Memorial Hosptial 
Foundation. The students, along with staff and some 
parents, run and walk for an hour to bring awareness 
and raise funds for the hospital. Over the last ten years, 
our students have raised over $90,000 for the hospital 
medical needs. In May, the students collaborated 
together to surpass our goal of $12,000 by raising just 
over $20,000.  As a result of surpassing our goal, Mr. 
Kingma, Mrs. Wierenga, Ms Walters, Mrs. Teeuswen, 
and Mrs Koornneef were ‘slimed’ by the top fund 
raisers. What a priviledge it is to be able to partner 
with the West Lincoln Memorial Hospital, a vitual 
part of our community. 

Annual 
Peach 
Bud Run
by Joyce Koornneef, Principal, Smithville

Summer has begun, and with it, so has the work of 
building and beautification at our campuses, thanks to 
the Building the Way capital campaign.  

Smithville is an official construction site by day and 
a volunteer work party by evening.  The sounds of 
sledgehammers, scraping, and demolition are being 
followed by hammers framing and installation processes 
in the renovation phase.  Excavation is due to begin a 
week from writing to begin the addition.

Stoney Creek has seen significant drainage work, 
grading, and tree planting, with significant repair work on 
the roof also to begin a week from writing.  Volunteers 
have been faithfully watering and tending following the 
landscaping work by our dedicated work crew!

Want to keep up with our progress in photos?

Smithville BTW Pictures
Stoney Creek BTW Pictures

Building and 
Beautification
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Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres.”
- 1 Corinthians 13:6-7

When you pass through the waters,
    I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers,
    they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
    you will not be burned;
    the flames will not set you ablaze.”
- Isaiah 43:2
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The Cairn Compass is 
a quarterly newsletter 
distributed to the 
Cairn Christian School 
supporting community. 

Our Mission
Inspiring students to love, 
learn, and lead together in 
God's world.

Our Vision
To be the leaders in education 
by inspiring a diverse and 
unified student body to love, 
learn, and lead with God's 
grace, bringing Christ's love to 
the world.

Cairn Christian School’s leadership team was 
presented with a unique opportunity this 
spring. We wondered aloud with each other 
and the capital campaign cabinet if we could 
think of a creative way to get a bit closer 

to 100% of the campaign’s goal of raising 3.2 
million dollars. Someone casually remarked that it 

would be ‘fun’ to connect the two campuses by hiking 
from one to the other, and to create opportunities for 
individuals to donate money toward the campaign as 
the hike took place.

On Tuesday, June 7, we embarked on a C2C (Cairn 
to Cairn) hike, a distance of just over 25 km. We 
started the morning in the gym at our Stoney Creek 
campus; we met in the gym because it was pouring 
rain and windy and we didn’t want the students or 
staff members to get wet. Students created posters 
to encourage us on our way: Cairn Rocks! Hi-Ho, 
Hi-Ho, A Hiking You Will Go! You Inspire Us! #JOY 
#PERSEVERANCE Rocking the Cairn to Cairn! 

We paused for a time of prayer, moved outside to 
plant the first of many donated trees (thank you, 
Willowbrook Nurseries), and headed off in spite of 
inclement weather.

The toughest part of the hike came near the beginning 
as we trudged slowly up the McNeilly escarpment 

access road. It was windy, visibility was nil, cars 
splashed water on us as we traipsed up the 
‘mountain’. We persevered and made it safely 
to the top where we met our crew support 
person, Sheri Nywening, who had kindly 
stopped a few cars from going down as we 
were approaching the hairpin turn at the top.

We continued our trek along some fairly major 
roadways (where curious passersby probably 
wondered what we were doing walking in torrential 
rain and wind), along the beautiful Dofasco Trail 
and even had to discover a new way to go when 
the road that was supposed to be there wasn’t. We 
were invited in for a coffee and change of clothes, 
had a delicious lunch provided, had hot coffee and 
homemade treats delivered, enjoyed another change 
of clothes and a charcuterie board and finished our 
hike with some additional walkers who joined along 
the way. The Smithville campus students welcomed us 
with cheers of delight, flags, and congratulatory signs.

Six hours of almost uninterrupted time together as a 
leadership team was something we rarely experience. 
We shared personal stories about our 
weddings, prayed together for our 
schools, talked about what it’s been 
like to navigate another year 
that has been impacted by 

Joy and Perseverance 
from Cairn to Cairn

COVID-19, 
asked advice 

from one another 
about how to engage with 

specific students, shared 
concerns and joys about being 

leaders in Christian education in 
the year 2022, and celebrated 
together that we could even do a 
hike like this!

As a result of over 100,000 
combined steps walking C2C 
we raised an additional $10,700 
toward the capital campaign. We 
persevered through some tough 
conditions, and experienced 
great joy along the way. Thank 
you to all who supported us in 
this endeavor! We praise God 
for his continued faithfulness to 
Cairn Christian School.

PS. we did a live broadcast at 
points along the way.  If you want 
to get a taste of the day, you can 
watch at 
https://youtu.be/UGz_ovBGoXA 
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