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There are a few rhythms that we follow in 
teaching and learning at Cairn Christian 
School.  You know of some of these:  
Love - Learn - Lead, Fall - Winter - Spring 
- Summer Holidays punctuated by 
report cards, parent-teacher interviews, 
productions, special events, and others. 

A rhythm we are highlighting this year is 
“Invite - Nurture - Empower”.  Our last issue 
focussed on inviting students into learning.  
This issue focuses on the Nurture that happens 
once introduced and immersed into the learning environment.   As an 
elementary school entrusted to the care and development of children, 
‘nurture’ is a seemingly obvious characteristic, and yet takes intentionality 
in delivery to do well.  There is also the nurture of a community of adults 
around our students - both in the building and outside.

Read on, join us, and learn more about our journey of nurturing and 
inspiring students to love, learn, and lead together in God’s world!

by Kevin Huinink, Executive Director
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Drawing your self-portrait can be intimidating, 
regardless of your age! When I presented a self-
portrait project to the grade 2 class at Stoney 
Creek, I was met with a lot of “What?! I can’t do 
that!” and “That’s too hard!” I love these knee-
jerk reactions when kids are challenged to do 
something they think they can’t. 

In the first 2 periods, I walked alongside the 
students in learning the proportions of their face 
and trying to figure out the colours they needed 
to blend to create their unique skin tone. After we 
worked through these challenging skills, I gave 
them the instructions to draw something that 
represented themselves on their shirts and in their 
backgrounds. The room buzzed with excitement 
and surprise as students joyfully reflected on their 
lives and drew family members, plants and animals, 
rainbows, music notes, video game controls - and 
one even drew a subway train system. 

I often tell the students that I teach an art lesson, 
but they make the project come to life! I’m always 
so impressed with how the students engage, and 
I love to nurture the unique creativity that God’s 
given each of them. 

One student who initially struggled in class 
and often could not engage with the lessons 
persevered in this project with the help of his EA. 
Together we adapted the lesson to meet his needs. 
He took pride in his work and engaged so well that 
when he passed his art in the hallway, he said, “It’s 
me! It’s my picture!”

By the time we were finished, and the final product 
was displayed in the hallway, I saw their initial 
responses of “I can’t do that!” change to comments 
like “That actually looks like me!” and “I love my 
portrait!” I was delighted to see again how art can 
touch hearts and transform lives.

by Sarah Bokma, Art teacher, Stoney Creek

The transformation that happens in art class when you teach a skill and give students space to be creative!

             Nurturing 
Creativity
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Have you noticed that wherever you go, there is junk 
everywhere? Garbage is plentiful and we don’t have 
to look very far to see full trash baskets, waste receptacles, 
construction bins and even, sadly, litter along roadways and sidewalks.

The Grade 1/2  class engaged in a study of recyclable materials as they learned 
about how God speaks through matter and materials. There is thankfulness in 
being able to care for our world and be able to reuse and recycle so much of 
our waste material. Children engaged in a discovery of how to recycle and how 
to use the different collection bins in our classroom. We were excited to go on a 
trip to Niagara Recycling to see where all the glass, plastics, paper and metal go. 
But the facility was unable to conduct tours… so they came to us! The students 
learned much about how recycling works and developed a new appreciation for 
the garbage men and women that collect our waste each week.

Our storyline for the year in our classroom is “Joyfully Exploring One Step at a 
Time.”  We read in 1 Thessalonians 5 that we are to be joyful always and 

give thanks in all circumstances. Our learning engages students 
in joyful exploration across the curriculum, and we decided to 

collect recyclable waste and turn it into something beautiful 

Beautiful 
Junk 
by Carol Struyk, grade 1/2 teacher, Smithville

that we could gift to others. The boys and girls 
saved all sorts of pieces from their recycling bins 
at home, and we had an afternoon of creative 
freedom where the children manufactured their 
own movie projectors, camcorders, video game 
hand-held consoles, fabric paintings, pencil 
holders, pretty containers to store treasures, 
robots, cars, castles, as well as a butter dish 
and shoebox games, all to share with others.

My deep hope for my students this year 
is that they joyfully explore and discover 
meaning in God’s world around them and 
share their delight with others as their 
learning grows.  The gift of true joy is lasting, 
and it makes the heart wonderfully satisfied. I am 
grateful for small children who exhibit unbridled 
joy in creating beautiful junk. For others. 
Beautifully.
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are learning that our unique “sparks” in our hearts 
allow us to be “brave, silly, gentle, kind, generous, 
quiet, loud, playful, original, clever, creative, wise, 
smart, determined, excited and curious to learn new 
things.” We are also learning that our SPARK makes us 
SHINE, and when we shine brightly, we allow others to 
experience joy! 

In October, our Grade One class read the book called, 
The Pumpkin Patch Parable by Liz Curtis Higgs. We 
made a jack-o-lantern and gave it to our Grade 5 
buddy class. We told our buddies that just like the 
farmer in the book turned a pumpkin into a shining 
masterpiece for all to enjoy, we wanted them to know 
that God made all of His children to be “full of joy and 
light, shining like stars in a dark world.” 

In November, our Grade One class made a huge mural 
to hang in our school building for all to enjoy. The 
students wanted to add some colour and brighten up 
the hallway. Little did they know how many hearts they 
blessed by sharing God’s love in this creative way. 

In December, our Grade One class made light jars. 
This was a concrete visual aid that helped the children 
learn how God truly is the “Light of the World!” In their 
best penmanship, they attached a simple message 
of hope to the jars. Their challenge was to give them 
away to someone who they thought needed to hear 
the wonderful message of how much God loves them. 
They could also choose to keep it at their house and 
share the wonderful message of God’s love to all  who 
came to visit. 

When you walk into our small and cozy Grade One 
portable, you will likely see a hustling and bustling 
place, full of small uniquely made humans! I will leave 
you with a quote from Matthew Paul Turner’s book, I 
AM GOD”S DREAM; 

When you walk into our small and cozy Grade One 
portable, you will likely see a “Star Student” bulletin 
board display with the words, “Watch Me Sparkle” 
across the top! The Star Student of the week has 
many things displayed for all to see. 

The Bible verse we have memorized to accompany 
this display is Matthew 5:14 & 16 "You are the light of 
the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. In the 
same way, let your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven."

“This is a picture of my family and this is a picture of 
my favourite sport, animal, food, colour and game.” 

“This is a medal I won when I placed first in ball 

hockey and here are some pictures I drew and 
coloured that I’m really proud of!” 

My “Deep Hope” for my students is for them to 
discover their own unique “spark” in their hearts, that 
“lights” the way, as they “explore” God’s great, big, 
beautiful world! 

I asked the students the other day that if God 
had created all of us the same, with identical hair 
colour, eye colour, likes and dislikes, personalities, 
hopes and dreams, would it be a good thing? God 
wanted us to live in a beautiful world and that is 
why He filled it with a variety of wonderfully unique, 
living creatures. As a Grade One family, we love 
celebrating our uniqueness by talking about how 
God made each one of us a special creation! We 

Watch 
Me 

Sparkle!

“I am God’s light. 

Like a spark, I ignite. 

Loved just as I am, 

I’m a star in God’s sight.

I’m delightful and smart.

I am God’s work of art.

I will live every moment

with all of my heart.”  

by Michelle DeBoer,  grade 1 teacher, Smithville
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One of my favourite things about Cairn Christian School is being Connected, not only in Christ but 
also in Community.  Unfortunately, the last few years have made developing and deepening these 
connections rather challenging.  The reimagined Education and Engagement Committee has made 
it part of our mandate to provide opportunities to nurture these connections within our community.  
It has been a blessing to connect with teachers by providing a meal during a busy season and to 
encourage all Cairn staff by connecting with them through a note of thanks and encouragement 
throughout the school year.  We hope to nurture parent connections by offering regular opportunities 
for volunteering both inside and outside the classroom.  Education evenings for parents will continue 
to nurture relationships and deepen connections between parents, staff and students.  We hope that 
you will join in some of these opportunities and deepen your connection in the Cairn Community.

We are approximately halfway through the 
2022/2023 school year! As we continue to inspire 
students to love, learn, and lead together in 
God’s world, we do so with an eye to the future. 
The Cairn leadership team, along with the Board 
of Directors and the Education & Engagement 
Committee, have started looking ahead to the 
2023/2024 school year with eager anticipation of 
where God is leading us on this journey.

Over the course of the past few weeks, both 
principals have met with numerous inquiry families: 
we discuss what their deep hopes are for their 
children, ask questions that start with “Why Cairn 
Christian School?”, provide tours of the school, 
and give opportunities for questions and dialogue.

Meeting with families to review the history of our 
schools, to share the daily happenings, and to 
consider what the future might hold, brings us 
great joy!

If you know of anyone who would be 
interested in further information about Cairn 
Christian School, please connect with your 
site principal, and one of us will walk you 
through the next steps.

www.cairnchristianschool.ca/whycairn

Bonnie Desjardins - Stoney Creek

Joyce Koornneef - Smithville

Nurturing 
Connections 

Next 
year!  

by Leah Haanstra - Education and Engagement Committee

by our Site Principals
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I was recently challenged to cultivate a theological 
imagination. Without imagination, how can we hope? 
How can we dream of the future? How can we 
experience fully the majesty and wonder of God? With 
a brain that sits squarely on the side of analytical, I 
have never considered imagination my strong suit.  
Art class, after all, was always my worst subject.  
Struck by the challenge, I looked to some imagination 
heavy weights – my kids – for input and asked them 
“When you think about Jesus and the stories in 
the Bible, what are your hopes and dreams for the 
future?”  I was surprised by their answers!  

I cannot help but wonder to what degree my 
children’s ability to hope and dream about the future 
has been nurtured and fed by a school that weaves 
grace and love into its mission and vision.  I am 
convinced the impact has been large.  

Theological imagination and hope are even more 
transformative and broader when we do them 
together in community!  The history of Cairn Christian 
School and its continued journey is a testament to the 
imagination and hope of a community, united in faith, 
dreaming of a different way of doing education and 
loving students together.

In 2022, we invited you to partner with us in this 
continued journey, prayerfully, with your time, and 
with your financial resources. In so doing, you have 
helped provide the nurture of Christian community 
to a generation of students who are being inspired to 
think and act creatively and imaginatively about what 
it means to bring Christ’s love to the world. 

Thank you for being agents and instruments of 
God's work in our schools!

Nurturing 
Hopes and 
Dreams 
by James Riewald, Board Vice-Chair

The Cairn Compass is 
a quarterly newsletter 
distributed to the 
Cairn Christian School 
supporting community. 

Our Mission
Inspiring students to love, learn, 
and lead together in God's world.

Our Vision
To be the leaders in education 
by inspiring a diverse and unified 
student body to love, learn, and 
lead with God's grace, bringing 
Christ's love to the world.
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